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720 ILCS 5/ Criminal Code of 2012. 

CRIMINAL OFFENSES 
(720 ILCS 5/) Criminal Code of 2012. 

(720 ILCS 5/Art. 37 heading) 
ARTICLE 37. PROPERTY FORFEITURE 

(720 II.CS 5/37-1) (from Ch. 38, par. 37-1) 
Sec. 37-1. Maintaining Public Nuisance. Any building used 

in the corrnnission of offenses prohibited by Sections 9-1, 10-
1, 10-2, 11-14, 11-15, 11-16, 11-17, 11-20, 11-20.1, 11-20.lB, 
11-20.3, 11-21, 11-22, 12-5.1, 16-1, 20-2, 23-1, 23-1 (a) (1), 
24-1 (a) (7), 24-3, 28-1, 28-3, 31-5 or 39A-1, or subdivision 
(a) (1), (a) (2) (A), or (a) (2) (B) of Section 11-14. 3, of t:his 
Code, or prohibited by the Illinois Controlled Substances Act, 
the Methamphetamine Control and Comrnunity Protection Act, or 
the Cannabis Control Act, or used in the commission of an 
inchoate offense relative to any of the aforesaid principal 
offenses, or any real property erected, established, 
maintained, owned, leased, or used by a streetgang for the 
purpose of conducting streetgang related activity as defined 
in Section 10 of the Illinois Streetgang Terrorism Omnibus 
Prevention Act is a public nuisance. 

(b) Sentence. A person convicted of knowingly maintaining 
such a public nuisance commits a Class A misdemeanor. Each 
subsequent offense under this Section is a Class 4 felony. 
(Source: P.A. 96-1551, eff. 7-1-11; 97-1150, eff. 1-25-13.) 

(720 ILCS 5/37-2) (from Ch. 38, par. 37-2) 
Sec. 37-2. Enforcement of lien upon public nuisance. 
Any building, used in the conunission of an offense 

specified Ln Section 37-1 of this Act with the intentional, 
knowing, reckless or negligent permission of the owner 
thereof, or the agent of the owner managing the building, 
shall, together with the underlying real estate, all fixtures 
and other property used to commit such an offense, be subject 
to a lien and may be sold to pay any unsatisfied judgment that 
may be recovered and any unsatisfied fine that may be levied 
under any Section of this Articl.e and to pay to any person not 
maintaining the nuisance his damages as a consequence of the 
nuisance; provided, that the lien herein created shall no·t 
affect the :eights of any purchaser, rn.ortgagee, judgment 
creditor or other lien holder arising prior to the filing of a 
notice of such lien in the office of the recorder of the 
county in which the real estate subject to the lien is 
located, or in the office of the registrar of titles of such 
county if that real estate is registered under ''An Act 
concerning land titles'' approved May L 1 1897, as amended; 
which not:_ ice shall definite di::~scribe the real estate and 
property involved, the nature and extent of the lien claimed, 
and t·:he facts upon which the same is based. An action to 
enforce such lien may be cornmenced in any circuit court by the 
Stater s Attorney of the county of the nuisance or by the 
person suffering damages or both, except that a person seeking 
to recover damages must pursue his remedy within 6 months 
after the damages are sustained or his cause of action becomes 
thereafter exclusively enforceable by the State 1 s Attorney of 
the county of the nuisance. 
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(Source: P.A. 83-358.) 

(720 ILCS 5/37-3) (from Ch. 38, par. 37-3) 
Sec. 37-3. Revocation of licenses, 

certificates. 
permits and 

All licenses, permits or certificates issued by the State 
of Illinois or any subdivision or political agency thereof 
authorizing the serving of food or liquor on any premises 
found to constitute a public nuisance as described in Section 
37-1 shall be void and shall be revoked by the issuing 
authority; and no license, permit or certificate so revoked 
shall be reissued for such premises for a period of 60 days 
thereafter; nor shall any person convicted of knowingly 
maintaining such nuisance be reissued such license, permit or 
certificate for one year from his conviction. No license, 
permit or certificate shall be revoked pursuant to this 
Section without a fuJl hearing conducted by the commission or 
agency which issued the license. 
(Source: Laws 1965, p. 403.) 

(720 ILCS 5/37-4) (from Ch. 38, par. 37-4) 
Sec. 3'7-4. Abatement of nuisance.) The Attorney General of 

this State or the State's Attorney of the county wherein the 
nuisance exists may commence an action to abate a public 
nuisance as described in Section 3'7-1 of this Act, in the name 
of the People of the State of Illinois, in the circuit court. 
Upon being satisfied by affidavits or other sworn evidence 
that an alleged public nuisance exists, the court rnay without 
notice or bond enter a temporary restraining order or 
preliminary injunction to enjoin any defendant from 
maintaining such nuisance and may enter an order restraining 
any defendant from removing or interfering with all property 
used in connection with the public nuisance. If during the 
proceedings and hearings upon the merits, which shall be in 
the manner of "An Act in relation to places used for the 
purpose of using, keeping or selling controlled substances or 
cannabis'', approved July 5, 195'7, the existence of the 
nuisance is established, and it is found that such nuisance 
was maintained with the intentional, knowing, reckless or 
negligent permission of the owner or the agent of the owner 
managing the building 1 the court shall enter an order 
restraining all persons from maintaining or perniitting such 
nuisance and from using the building for a period of one year 
thereafter 1 except that an owner, Jessee or other occupant 
thereof may use such place if the owner shall give bond with 
sufficient security or surety approved by the court, in an 
aw.aunt between $1 1 000 and $5, 000 inclusive 1 payable to the 
People of the State o:f Illinois, and including a condition 
that no offense specified in Section 37-1 of this Act shall be 
committed at, in or upon the property described and a 
condition that the principal obligor and surety assume 
responsibility for any fine 1 costs or damages resulting from 
such an offense thereafter. 
(Source: P.A. 83-342. j 

(720 ILCS 5/37-5) (from Ch. 38, par. 37-5) 
Sec. 37-5. [nforcement by private person. 
A private person may, after 30 days and within 90 days of 

giving the At t:orne_y General and t:he State's Attorney of the 
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county of nuisance written notice by certified or registered 
mail of the fact that a public nuisance as described in 
Section 37-1 of this Act, commence an action pursuant to 
Section 37-4 of this Act, provided that the Attorney General 
or the State's Attorney ,of the county of nuisance has not 
already commenced said action. 
(Source: Laws 1965, p. 403.) 
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(720 ILCS 5/Art. 47 heading) 
ARTICLE 47. NUISANCE 

(720 ILCS 5/47-5) 
Sec. 47-5. Public nuisance. It is a public nuisance: 
(1) To cause or allow the carcass of an animal or offal, 

filth, or a noisome substance to be collected, deposited, or 
to remain in any place to the prejudice of others. 

(2) To throw or deposit offal or other offensive matter or 
the carcass of a dead animal in a water course, lake, pond, 
spring, well, or common sewer, street, or public highway. 

( 3) To corrupt or render unwholesome or impure the water 
of a spring, river, stream, pond, or lake to the injury or 
prejudice of others. 

( 4) To obstruct or impede, without legaJ authority, the 
passage of a navigable river or waters. 

(5) To obstruct or encroach upon public highways, private 
ways, streets, alleys, commons, landing places, and ways Lo 
burying places. 

(6) To carry on the business of manufacturing gunpowder, 
nitrogJycerine, or other highly explosive substances, or 
mixing or grinding the materials for those substances, in a 
building within 20 rods of a valuable building erected at the 
time the business is comrnenced. 

("7) To establish powder magazines near incorporated towns, 
at a point different from that appointed according to :Law by 
the corporate authorities of the town, or within 50 rods of an 
occupied dwelling house. 

( 8) To erect, continue, or use a bui1ding or other place 
for the exercise of a trade, employment, or manufacture that, 
by occasioning noxious exhalations, offensive smells, or 
otherwise, is offensive or dangerous to the health of 
individuals or of the public. 

( 9) To advertise wares or occupation by painting notices 
of the wares or occupation on or affixing them to fences or 
other private property, or on rocks or other natural objects, 
without the consent of the owner, or if in the highway or 
other public place, without permission of the proper 
authorities. 

( 10) To permit a well dril1ed for oi 1, gas, 
disposal, or any other purpose in connection 

salt water 
with the 

production of oi.J and gas to remain unplugged after the we11 
_is no longer used for the purpose for which it was drilled. 

(11) To construct or operat~e a salt wat:er pit or oi1 field 
refuse pitf comrnon_ly caJ.Led a "burn out p.it 11

, so that salt 
water, brine 1 or oil field refuse or other waste liquids rnay 
escape from the pit in a manner excep~ by the evaporation of 
the sa_lt water or brine o:r by the of the oi1 field 
waste or refuse. 

( J.2) To per1ni-c concrete bases 1 discarded machinery, and 
rnaterials to remain around an oil or gas well, or to fa:l l t~o 

fill holes, cellars, slush and other excavations rr1ade in 
connection with !:.he we11 or to restore the surface of the 
lands surrounding the well to its condition before the 
drilling of the well 1 upon abandonment of the oi.l or gas well. 

(13) To permit salt water, oil, gas, or ol~her wastE:."s from 
a well drilled for oil, gas, or exploratory purposes to escape 
to the sur:-face, or into a .mine or coaJ seam, or into an 
underground fresh water supply, or from one underground 
stratu1n to another. 

(14) To harass, intimidate, or threaten a person who is 
about to sell or lease or has sold or leased a res i.dence or 
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other real property or is about to buy or lease or has bought 
or leased a residence or other real property, when the 
harassment, intimidation, or threat relates to a person's 
attempt to sell, buy, or lease a residence, or other real 
property, or refers to a person's sale, purchase, or lease of 
a residence or other real property. 

(15) To store, dump, or permit the accumulation of debris, 
refuse, garbage, trash, tires, buckets, cans, wheelbarrows, 
garbage cans, or other containers in a manner that may harbor 
mosquitoes, flies, insects, rodents, nuisance birds, or other 
animal pests that are offensive, injurious, or dangerous to 
the health of individuals or the public. 

( 16) To create a condition, through the improper 
maintenance of a swirmning pool or wading poo1, or by causing 
an action that alters the condition of a natural body of 
water, so that it harbors mosquitoes, 
pests that are offensive, injurious, 
health of individuals or the publj.c. 

flies, or other animal 
or dangerous to the 

(17) To operate a tanning facility without a valid permit 
under the Tanning Facility Permit Act. 

Nothing in this Section shall be construed to prevent the 
corporate authorities of a ci.ty, village, or incorporated 
town, or the county board of a county, frorn declaring w:Oat are 
nuisances and abating them within their limits. Counties have 
that authority only outside the corporate lirnits of a city, 
village, or incorporated town. 
(Source: P.A. 89-234, eff. 1-1-96. I 

(720 ILCS 5/47-10) 
Sec. 4'/-10. Dumping garbage. It is unlawful for a person 

to dump or place garbage or another offensive substance within 
the corporate limits of a city, village, or incorporated town 
other than (1) the city, village, or incorporated town within 
the corporate limits of which the garbage or other offensive 
substance originated or (2) a city, village, or incorporated 
town that has contracted with the city, village, or 
incorporated town within which the garbage originated, for the 
joint collection and disposal of garbage; nor shall the 
garbage or other offensive substance be dumped or placed 
within a distance of one mile of the corporate limits of any 
other city, village, or incorporated town. 

A person violating this Section is guilty of a petty 
offense. 
(Source: P.A. 89-234, eff. 1-1-96.) 

{720 ILCS 5/47-15) 
Sec. <l7-15. Dumping garbage upon real property. 
(a) It -l_s unlawful for a person t:o dump, deposit, or pJ ace 

garbage, rubbish, trash, or refuse upon real property nol­
owned by that person without the consent of the owner or 
person in possession of the real property. 

(b) JA person who violates this Section is liablo t~o the 
owner or person Jn po.:osession of t::he real property on wh_-j_ch 
\::he rubbish, trash, or refuse is dumped, deposited, 
or placed for the .reasonable costs incurred by t~he owner or 
person j_n possession for cleaning 
the garbage, rubbish, trash, or 
attorneys' fees. 

up and properly disposing of 
refuse, and for reasonable 

(c) A person violating this Section is guilty of a Class B 
misdemeanor for which the court must impose a minimum fine of 
$500. A second conviction for an offense comrnitted after the 
first conviction is a Class A misdemeanor for which the court 
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must impose a minimum fine of $500. A th rd or subsequent 
violation, cornrnitted after a second convict on, is a Class 4 
felony for which the court must impose a min inurn fine of $500. 
A person who violates this Section and who has an equity 
interest in a motor vehicle used in violation of this Section 
is presumed to have the financial resources to pay the rninimum 
fine not exceeding his or her equity interest in the vehicle. 
Personal property used by a person in violation of this 
Section shall on the third or subsequent conviction of the 
person be forfeited to the county where the violation occurred 
and disposed of at a public sale. Before the forfeiture, the 
court shall conduct a hearing to deterrnine whether property is 
subject to forfeiture under this Section. At the forfeiture 
hearing the State has the burden of establishing by a 
preponde.rance of the evidence that property is subject to 
forfeiture under this Section. 

(d) The statutory minimum fine required by subsection (c) 
is not subject to reduction or suspension unless the defendant 
is indigent. If the defendant files a .motion with the court 
asserting his or her inability to pay the mandatory fine 
required by this Section, the court must set a hearing on the 
motion before sentencing. The court must require an affidavit 
signed by the defendant containing sufficient information to 
ascertain the assets and liabilities of the defendant. If the 
court determines that the defendant is indigent, the court 
must require that the defendant choose either to pay the 
minimu1n fi.ne of $500 or to perform 100 hours of cornmunity 
service. 
(Source: P.A. 90-655, eff. 7-30-98; 91-409, eff. 1-1-00. I 

(720 ILCS 5/47-20) 
Sec. 47-20. Unp.lugged wel1. I\: is a Class A misdemeanor 

for a person to permit a water well, located on property owned 
by him o:c her, to be in an unp.l ugged condi. ti.on at any time 
after the abandonment of the welJ. for obtaining water. No well 
is in an unplugged condition, however, that is plugged i.n 
conformity with the rules and regulations of the Departrnent of 
Natural Resources issued under Section 6 and Section 19 of the 
Illinois Qi] and Gas Act. This Section does not apply to a 
well drilled or used for observation or any other purpose in 
connection with the development or operation of a gas storage 
project. 
(Source: P.A. 89-234, eff. l·l-96; 89--445, eff. 2-7-96.) 

I no TLCS 5/ 47-25 I 
Sec, 117-2~'i. Penalties. Whoeve.r causesr erects, 0( 

conl:inues a rnri.sance df~Scribed in this f\rticJe, _for the first 
o:Efense, is guilty of a petty offense and shall be fined not: 
t.::>xceeding ,';<l.00, and for a subsequent offense is ty o:f a 
Class B misdemeanor. Rvery nuisance described in this Article, 
when a conviction for that nuisance is had, may, by order of 
the court before which the convjction is had, be abated by the 
sheriff or other proper off j_cer, at the expense of the 
defendant. It :is ;-1ot a defense L~o a proceeding under this 
Section that the nuisance is erected or continued by virtue or 
permission of a law of this State. 
(Source: P.A. 89-234, eff. 1~1~96.) 
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