




Board of Appeals
M I N U T E S
December 4, 2013        


The Granite City Board of Appeals met on Wednesday, December 4, 2013.  Chairman Sam Akeman 
called the meeting to Order at 7:00 PM.     

COMMENTS  by Chairman
The Chair welcomed everyone and stated the Board of Appeals is a recommending body to the City Council and the Council will have final determination at their next regularly scheduled meeting to be
held on December 17, 2013. 

SWEAR IN
The Petitioners and those in the audience who wished to speak, either for or against the Petition, were sworn in.   

ROLL CALL   
Members Present:  Sam Akeman,  Kayleen Johnston, Evelyn Harris and Kitty Reither.    Also present was Zoning Administrator, Steve Willaredt.

MINUTES / AGENDA
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]The Chair called for a motion to approve the Minutes from the previous meeting held on September 4, 2013, and for this evening’s Agenda.  The motion was made by Evelyn Harris and seconded by Kitty Reither.  Voice vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried.

PETITIONER:  Rebecca & Kerry Johnson
		   2112 Amos Avenue
		   Parcel:  22-2-20-09-05-101-013

The Chair introduced the Petition and stated their request is for a zero (west side) setback variance to allow construction of a new fence in a District Zoned R-1.

Rebecca Johnson came forth and reiterated the Petition is for a zero setback allowance.  She clarified,
 the request is for a variance to allow a fence on the west side property line, to be  constructed in front of the house and extend toward the street.  The proposed fence will be in between two properties; hers at 2112 Amos and their neighbor’s 2108 Amos.  The Petitioner stated the fence will be whatever the City will allow and they will be in compliance.  

Discussion followed.   The Zoning Administrator reported Zoning in the R-1 District requires a 25 ft. front setback.  What the Petitioners propose is a fence separating their property from their neighbors.
The fence cannot impede vehicle or pedestrian traffic and he would like to see at least a 5 ft. setback
for ingress and egress to the driveways, benefiting both families.    He recommended a 20 ft. split rail/stockade type decorative fence, not to be higher than 4 ft. 
The Chair called for anyone in the audience objecting to the Petition.  Leslie Graham and her daughter, Erin Graham, came forth and stated their address is 2108 Amos.  Leslie questioned, what is the purpose of the fence?  

The Zoning Administrator explained the City’s Zoning Districts, theirs being R-1 and the allowed setbacks for their property.  He roughly sketched the Johnson’s home and the area where they would like to construct the fence. 

Mrs. Graham proceeded to show the Board photos (via her camera) of shrubs planted by the Johnson’s and said they have difficulty opening vehicle doors because the shrubs are in the way.    

Discussion followed regarding the property line.  Mrs. Johnson stated she and her husband have had their property surveyed and the shrubs are within their property line.  

The Petitioner distributed a 4-page, typewritten, composition of incidents leading to the request for a variance to install the fence between the two properties.   She also displayed photos substantiating her testimony.  Additionally, she distributed correspondence from neighbors, Jackie Fuhrman and Virginia Stanton, supporting her Petition request. 

The Chair called for further comments from the Board.  Sam Akeman stated he is against any type of front yard fence.  No further discussion.

MOTION by Kayleen Johnston and seconded by Evelyn Harris to accept the Petition and allow a zero (west) side setback variance for construction of a fence to be located in front of the residence on the property line.  Roll call vote.  All nays.  Motion denied.

NEW BUSINESS 
None voiced.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
None voiced.

Motion to adjourn by Kayleen Johnston and seconded by Evelyn Harris..  All ayes.

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Hawkins
Secretary
Board of Appeals
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