




Board of Appeals
M I N U T E S
November 5, 2014

The Granite City Board of Appeals met on Wednesday, November 5, 2014.  Chairman Sam Akeman called the meeting to Order at 7:00 PM.     

WELCOME 
The Chairman, Sam Akeman, welcomed everyone and began the meeting by requesting Roll Call.  

ROLL CALL
Members Present:  Sam Akeman, Kitty Reither, Michael Fultz, Bart Mercer and Victoria Mertz.  Also present:   Zoning Administrator Steve Willaredt, Building Inspector Ralph Walden and 3rd Ward Alderman Dan McDowell.  Excused absence:  Andy Raines.

COMMENTS
The Chair explained to the Petitioners the Board of Appeals is a recommending body to the City Council and the Council will have the final determination at their next regularly scheduled meeting to be held on 
November 18, 2014.  He then asked the Petitioners to stand and they were sworn in. 

MINUTES / AGENDA
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]A motion to approve the Minutes from the previous meeting held July 2, 2014, and this evening’s Agenda was made by Victoria Mertz and seconded by Bart Mercer.  Mike Fultz made comment that in the minutes that his last name was misspelled and ask that is be corrected.  Voice vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  

PETITIONER (1):  	Jose & Jessica Barrera
			1925 Benton Street
			Request for variance to allow for a front yard fence
			to connect to the existing fence.

The Zoning Administrator displayed photos that were attached to the board members packets showing frontal view of Mr. Barreca’s property.  The Petitioner’s daughter came forth and explained to the Board:  He purchased the vacant lot and wanted to enclose it with a gate to deter pedestrian traffic through his yard.  The petitioner was asked if they were going to attach the fence to the neighbor’s fence and if so did they have permission from that home owner.  The petitioner related that they have talked to the neighbor and they were in agreement that he fences could be connected. 
The Zoning Administrator indicated that there is a curb cut and if they intended on placing a driveway on the property City Ordinance requires that is composed of concrete or asphalt.

The Chair called for questions, comments or concerns.  None voiced.  He also noted that no one was in the audience to either agree or disagree with the Petition.

MOTION by Bart Mercer and seconded by Mike Fultz to grant the request for a variance and allow the front yard fence extension to connect to the existing fence.  Roll call vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried by unanimous consent.

NEW  BUSINESS
None voiced.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
None voiced.

MOTION to Adjourn by Bart Mercer and seconded by Vickie Mertz.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,
Steve Willaredt
Zoning Administrator
Board of Appeals
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