





M I N U T E S
GRAPHIC REVIEW BOARD
November 5, 2015
 
Chairman, John Janek called the meeting of the Graphic Review Board to order on Thursday, November 5, 2015 at 6:00 PM.

PLEDGE, SWEAR-IN & COMMENTS
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and the sole Petitioner was sworn in.  Following the welcoming remarks, the Chair stated the Graphic Review Board is a recommending body to the City Council and the Council will make a final determination at their next meeting scheduled on 
August 18, 2015.        

ATTENDANCE
Members present:, John Janek,  Martha Burich and Sharon Ryan.  Also present were  City Attorney Laura Andrews, Building Inspector Ralph Walden.   Absent: Andy Mathes and Sam Akeman.

MINUTES  &  AGENDA
A motion to approve the Minutes from the previous meeting (August 6, 2015) and this evening’s agenda was made by Andy Mathes and seconded by Martha Burich.  Voice vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

PETITIONER:  Roy Williams III, Vice President/ Regional Director for
		   Highland Ventures LTD
                             3102 Nameoki Rd.
                             Parcel ID: 22-2-20-08-19-401-009

The Chair introduced the Petitioner’s request to review the non-conforming Sign Ordinance and allow a non-conforming twenty (20) ft pole sign with 99.87 sq. ft. of graphic space and a variance allowing total signage to exceed one hundred fifty (150) sq. ft located at 3102 Nameoki Rd., located at 3102 Nameoki Rd. District Zoned C-5 Highway Commercial District.

Bryan Dunning, representative for Mr. Williams came forth, introduced himself and stated he is the district manager for Highland Ventures.  They have numerous locations around Illinois.  The signage would be beneficial to the businesses that they propose to establish.  

Chairman Janek related that he is also on the Planning Commission for the City and along with Sharon Ryan have tried to eliminate pole signs through attrition.  He stated that in his opinion he doesn’t see why you would need that large of a sign when you have flush mounted signs on the front of the building.  He stated that he is not in favor of a pole sign on that corner.


Sharon Ryan related that they struggled for years to the Sign Ordinance passed.  We are trying to make our City comparable with other cities with the elimination of pole signs.  Monument sigh are much more attractive and there are no pole on the streets.  She was not in favor of the variance.

Laura Andrews, Asst City Attorney commented on the Sign Ordinance as to the restrictions of what is allowed per ordinance and that the request of signage is close to double of what is allowed, (1) Pole signs are not allowed and  (2) the proposal pole sign is larger than what is allowed by Ordinance.  She reminded them that this board and City has been trying to eliminate Pole signs.  

Martha Burich stated that she likes poles signs that it is more constructive and productive for the City and it helps prospective customers find a business.  She further related that every business that comes in wanting a pole sign and since it is not allowed maybe the ordinance needs to reconsider. 

Petitioner commented  that they really want to come to Granite and want the pole sign for the simple fact that a pole sign takes less space than a monument sign and being that there are three businesses going in this space, they need the parking.  This building has been vacant for six (6) years and they really want to occupy the building and want the pole sign to advertise.

MOTION by Martha Burich and seconded by Sharon Ryan to approve the Petitioners request for a twenty (20) ft. pole sign with 99.87 sq. ft. of graphic space and a variance allowing total signage to exceed one hundred fifty (150) sq. ft.    
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:   
	John Janek – no
	Sharon Ryan – no
	Martha Burich – yes

	Motion failed two (2) to one (1) not to approve the petition for a pole sign.


NEW BUSINESS

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
None Voiced.

 MOTION to adjourn by Sharon Ryan, second by John Janek.   Voice vote.  All ayes.

Respectfully submitted,
Steve Willaredt
Administrator,
Graphic Review Board














GRAPHIC REVIEW BOARD ADVISORY REPORT
Date of Hearing August 6, 2015 




PETITIONER:   Roy Williams III, Vice President/ Regional Director for
		      Highland Ventures LTD
                                	

LOCATION:      3102 Nameoki Rd.
 
	

REQUEST:  by Martha Burich and seconded by Sharon Ryan to approve the Petitioners request for a twenty (20) ft. pole sign with 99.87 sq. ft. of graphic space and a variance allowing total signage to exceed one hundred fifty (150) sq. ft.     

ROLL CALL VOTE:	John Janek		No
				Martha Burich	Yes
				Sharon Ryan		No

									
				Motion Failed.










