CITY OF GRANITE CITY   

  BOARD  OF  APPEALS

M I N U T E S

The Granite City Board of Appeals met on Wednesday, November 5, 2008.   Chairman Alan Milton called the meeting to Order at 7:00 PM.  Members Present:  Sam Akeman, Debbie Smith, Evelyn Harris, Kayleen Johnston and Alan Milton.  Absent were Douglas Conrad and Derek Mangiaracino.     

The Chairman stated the Board of Appeals serves in an advisory capacity to the City Council and the Council has the final determination of variance requests.  The next scheduled Council meeting is November 18, 2008. 

A Motion to approve the Minutes and Agenda was made by Sam Akeman and seconded by Debbie Smith.  Motion carried.

The Petitioners and neighboring residents were sworn in.  The Chairman, read the first Petitioner’s request for construction of a new detached garage in the rear yard, approximately 30” from the right side lot line on property located at 3031 Warren Ave.,   Zoned R-3.  The property owner, Donald Lowe, explained his request for variance was  due to the formation of his back yard (the way it is laid out) and the very large tree that is situated there.  

Discussion followed.  Mr. Lowe further stated he had spoken with his neighbor and he had no problem with the proposed garage.  The garage would be constructed 23 feet from the neighboring house.  No one was present to oppose the request.   Mary Jo Akeman, spokesperson for Steve Willaredt, stated the Administrator has approved the plans and sees no problem with the layout.  No further discussion.
A motion made by Debbie Smith and seconded by Alan Milton to allow the Petitioner’s request.  Roll call vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  

The Chairman reiterated, the Board of Appeals serves in an advisory capacity to the City Council and the final determination will be made by them in approximately two weeks. 

The next item on the Agenda was a Petition request by 21st Homes for properties located at 2205 Washington and 2103 Bryan Avenue.  The variances requested were: to reduce the front yard setback from 20 ft. to 10 ft. on the property located at 2205 Washington and reduce the side-front yard setback from 20 ft. to 10 ft. for property at 2103 Bryan Avenue.  Both locations are Zoned R-3.
Pat Connolly, spokesman for 21st Homes, was introduced.  The Chairman stated previous setback requests have been made, and were granted, to 21st Homes for other locations in the city.  He then opened the floor for discussion. 
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Residents Daniel and Jamie Robinson, 2107 Bryan, had questions and concerns that were directed to Mr. Connolly; particularly, the alignment of the new home with the rest of the houses on the street.   Mr. Connolly showed them the plans/drawings for the proposed homes and spoke of the financial concept of leasing/owning these (21st Homes) properties.  The value of the homes will be at approximately $150,000.00, the monthly payments estimated to be $595.00.

Jamie Robinson’s concern is the nation’s economy crisis and its effect on mortgage
financing for new home buyers.  Mrs. Robinson’s fear being, the home remaining vacant for a long period of time, inviting vagrants and vandalism to the neighborhood.  

Mr. Connolly stated this type of housing and financing has proven to be very successful. 
The screening of the applicant’s background and affordability attributes to the success of the program.  The first time buyers are provided the opportunity to purchase a home without a large down payment. 

Kathleen Winters, resident at 2102 Bryan, stated simply she did not want to see a new house built and she wished the property would be left as is. 
No further discussion.  Motion by Alan Milton, seconded by Evelyn Harris to approve 

21st Homes request for variances for both locations. Roll call vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried.

The Chair called for any new, or any other, business to come before the Board.  None was voiced.  

A motion to adjourn was made by Sam Akeman and seconded by Debbie Smith.              
Barbara Hawkins
Recording Secretary
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