





Historical Architecture Review Committee
Minutes
October 27, 2009
	

CALL TO ORDER
 Acting Chair, Henry Gabriel, called the meeting of the HARC Commission to Order on October 27, 2009, at 6:00 PM.  

ATTENDANCE / ROLL CALL
Members Present were:  Henry Gabriel, Paula Hagnauer, Kim King, Ron Laboray, Terry Pierce and Eric Hill.  Also present were:  Laura Andrews (Assistant City Attorney), Ald. Brenda Whitaker, Jon Ferry (Economic Development Director) and Steve Willaredt (Zoning Administrator).  

 MINUTES
A motion to approve the minutes from the previous meeting dated September 29, 2009, was made by Paula Hagnauer and seconded by Terry Pierce.  Voice vote.   Motion carried by unanimous consent.  

AGENDA
A motion to approve the Agenda was made by Terry Pierce and seconded by Ron Laboray.  Voice Vote.  Motion carried by unanimous consent.

PETITIONERS:

1).  Joseph Langley introduced himself and discussed his HARC application, renovation plans and provided current photographs of 1938 &1940 State Street.  He stated he purchased the building in May of 2009, and he plans to establish his business, the Whistle Stop Gallery (art gallery and studio) with the main entrance to be 1938 State Street. 

Reference was made to Petitioner’s Document JL1 Restoration.   Steve Willaredt, Zoning Administrator, stated full inspections (Building, Electric, Plumbing and Mechanical) of the buildings are required.  Any and all deficiencies would have to be corrected prior to obtaining a business license.

Ron Laboray stated the Committee is interested in renovation plans for the building frontage and signage.  Discussion followed.  The Petitioner stated he planned to use poly carbonate (unbreakable commercial plastic) for window replacement.  Paula questioned the mortar repair and asked if he is aware of the special mortar material needed for such an old building.  The Petitioner stated he is aware.   Terry Pierce stated HARC is more interested in a visual rendition and Paula added, a time frame.  Alderwoman Whitaker asked when he planned to open his business and wanted to know if it will be a work space or a viewing gallery.  He replied, 1938 State will be his studio and approximately one half of that building will be a gallery.  As far as opening, Mr. Langley stated the business hours would be on an individual schedule, rather than open daily.  An example of the recent “Art Walk” was mentioned as the type of individual scheduling/opening for business.

Brenda asked if he intended to change the façade.  He replied, 1940 State will pretty much remain “as is”. He has discussed façade renovations with the owners of 1934 and 1936 State Street and the hope is to renovate all three simultaneously.  Helena Langley, introduced as the Petitioner’s assistant, stated the Mayor has agreed to do the funding for the store fronts of the three buildings.  Alderwoman Whitaker, Chairperson for the City Council Downtown Committee, said she has heard nothing regarding funding appropriation for this project.  

The committee requested full inspections be made and a visualization; a free hand perspective, in color, of what the Petitioner wants the front of the buildings to look like and bring them to the next meeting on  Tuesday, November 24, 2009.   The Petitioner agreed. 

2).  Ted Meeker, Ralph Building, 1200-08 Niedringhaus
Petitioner called.  Not present.  The Zoning Administrator agreed to send a letter of final notice to him, notifying him what this Board has advised him to do, and what he has failed to do.  

A motion to recommend that no occupancy permits be granted to Mr. Meeker until he complies with what has been requested by HARC was made by Eric Hill and seconded by Terry Pierce.  Roll Call vote.  Motion carried unanimous.  

2a).  Don Grotecke, 1206 Niedringhaus introduced himself and presented his request for a new business to be located in the Ralph Building.  He briefly stated his intent to open a teen based “Hangout”, a drug free, smoke free establishment where teens can play video and arcade games.   The attorney, Laura Andrews, mentioned a Procedure issue at hand, that being, Mr. Grotecke is not on the Agenda.
      
Mr. Grotecke was provided a HARC Business application and a list of permitted uses as stated in Article 15.  

3).  Dan Lester, Lesco Appliances, 1901 State Street presented his request for a double sided , non-illuminating 4 ft. x 4 ft. projecting board sign to be installed on the corner of his building. The Zoning Administrator referred to the guidelines in Article 15, page 18, Projecting signs.  Discussion followed.  Ron Laboray stated it is not only a question of following guidelines, but is also an issue of what the sign will look like.

The Zoning Administrator stated the proposed sign is bigger than the 2ft.  x 3 ft. projected graphic (Article 15) requirement and the Petitioner must also meet all bonding and construction requirements.  

Ron Laboray agreed the sign is too big and stated what HARC is trying to do is reduce visual blight in the downtown area.  He said once the guidelines are met (sign size and Bonding requirement), he would like to see some design within the sign, some initiative in the logo; keeping in mind the sign will be in the Arts and Entertainment area.   He suggested Mr. Lester go to the website, planners.org, for sign planning and urban context.

Mr. Lester agreed to have his sign contractor, Neon City Sign Company, sketch some new designs and submit them to Steve Willaredt, Zoning Administrator.
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4).  Article 15 Update
Assistant City Attorney Laura Andrews distributed copies of the latest draft (dated October 13, 2009).  Noted was Section 15-320 (Permitted Uses) where items A & B were deleted based on a recommendation by the City Attorney.  Discussion followed.   

The decision of HARC was to re-submit the previous draft, dated August 18, 2009, which included items A & B in Section 15-320.

Motion by Ron Laboray and seconded by Kim King to re-send the draft of Article 15 dated August 18, 2009, to City Council.  Voice Vote.  Motion passed by unanimous consent.

NEW BUSINESS
Steve Willaredt reported several months ago a fire at 1308 Niedringhaus which resulted in the city purchasing the property, tearing it down and making it a vacant lot.  Within that scope, the demolition crew knocked a hole in the side wall of the adjacent building (the old Illinois Power Building).  The city repaired the damage by rebuilding the whole wall.

Alan Walker’s Law Office was adjacent to the other side of 1308 Niedringhaus; and was also affected by the demolition.  When his law office was built, it was constructed right next to the existing building, 1308 Niedringhaus.  The only thing the builder did was put a block wall between the two businesses.  Following the demo, the city has had a contractor tuck point the wall concrete block wall.   Mr. Walker would like to enhance the wall with mesh and a finish coat (stucco).  The Zoning Administrator questioned HARC for any opposition to that type of finish.

Henry Gabriel saw nothing wrong with a stucco finish, stating it would clean up the concrete blocks and aide in waterproofing.  Ron Laboray suggested a mural be painted on the wall and offered to coordinate a group of artists to assist.   Steve Willaredt will advise Mr. Walker of these comments/suggestions.
  
No further business.  Motion to adjourn by Terry Pierce and seconded by Kim King.  Passed by unanimous consent.

Respectfully submitted by,



Barbara Hawkins
Secretary, HARC
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