





Historical & Architectural Review Commission
Minutes  -  September 23, 2014       

CALL TO ORDER
The Chairman, Terry Pierce, called the meeting to Order on Tuesday, September 23, 2014, at 5:30 PM.

ATTENDANCE / ROLL CALL
Members Present were:  Terry Pierce, Paula Hagnauer, Kim King, Jennifer Flores-Melton, Karen Raines   and Ritch Alexander.  Also present were: Assistant City Attorney Laura Andrews, Economic Development Director Jon Ferry, Zoning Administrator Steve Willaredt and Granite City’s Building Inspector Ralph Walden.  

MINUTES & AGENDA
A motion to approve the Minutes from the previous meeting held on August 26, 2014, and this evening’s Agenda was made by Ritch Alexander and seconded by Kim King.  Voice vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried.

PETITIONER:   	Chris Janek 
		      	Tank’s Training Facility 
		         	1908 State Street 
			TIF Funding Recipient
		              District Zoned D-1 Arts & Entertainment

Chris Janek came forth to present his Petition proposal for use of funding granted by the Downtown TIF Committee for renovation approval by HARC.  He distributed a black & white rendering of the building frontage; the same rendering that was presented in color to the City at the time when the petition application was completed (Attachment A, both copies available upon request).   Mr. Janek stated the rendering was somewhat “loud”, too bright in color and too much signage on the first floor street level.  

He presented his proposal for:  (1).  The fascia band (frieze) to read, Tanks Training Facility, centered horizontally near the roof line.   (2).  The awning will be constructed to protrude a couple of feet out, with a visual of a military style tank to the left, followed by the words Tanks Training Facility, then a second tank, followed by the telephone number in the center, then a  third tank followed by words Tanks Training Facility finished with a fourth tank.  (3). The two entry doors will perhaps disclose the business name, address, hours of operation and telephone number.  (4). The existing ground floor windows will be boarded up and replaced with a material that looks like concrete (drive-it) stucco. (5). The banner flags will be angled somewhat for better visibility.

Mr. Willaredt stated the petitioner is allowed 50 sq ft. for signage and his belief he is within that.  Mr. Janek stated there will be no other signage except on the awning, the top of the building near the roof line and what is allowed on the glass doors.

More discussion followed.  The Petitioner stated the windows on the second floor will be replaced.  Only the ground floor will be utilized  due to the sprinkler system requirement for the second floor.   The Petitioner added, he would like for the facility to be open 24 hours per day, 7 days per week as a courtesy to the City Police Department for their use of his facility/equipment.

 The HARC checklist was completed by Karen Raines as follows:
  1).  Days and hours of operation limited to:  Seven (7) days a week 24 hours per day.  
  2).  Signage:  on fascia band, awning and entry doors and in accordance with the City of Granite City’s
        Sign Ordinance.
  3).  Screening required?  No.      
  4).  Provisions for parking and loading: On Street parking and across the street (city owned).     
  5).  Additional outside lighting required?   No.      
  6).  Any adverse affects on public health, safety and welfare?  No.  
  7).  Any substantial injury to the value of other property in the neighborhood?  No.  
  8).  Will proposal substantially alter the essential character of the district in which it is located?  No.
  9).  Are provisions needed for the protection of adjacent property?  No.
10).  Additional requirements?  Drive-it and stucco on façade street level.  Screening is required if a
        dumpster is utilized.  Return to the Zoning Administrator and/or HARC the paint color to be used
         for signage and other exterior paint for Harc approval.   
11).  Will permit expire with change in ownership?  Yes.
12).  Is re-application necessary to intensify use? Yes.
13).  Shall the Zoning Administrator or HARC, have the right to bring back this permit for review if, 
	at any time, they find the stated intent of this permit has not been followed, or the business has 
	become a nuisance, or is in violation of the above-named conditions?  Yes.

MOTION to approve the Petition for use of TIF Grant money to refurbish the façade and windows as presented was made by Paula Hagnauer and seconded by Karen Raines.  Roll Call vote.   All ayes.  Motion carried by unanimous consent.

MOTION by Ritch Alexander and seconded by Paula Hagnauer to accept Petitioner’s proposal for exterior façade renovations and signage as presented and to adhere to the above named stipulations 
(items 1 thru 13).  Roll call vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried by unanimous consent.

The Chair stated to the Petitioner, the HARC is a recommending body to the City Council and the Council will have the final determination at their next regularly scheduled meeting to be held October 7, 2014.  
NEW BUSINESS
None voiced. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Economic Director, Jon Ferry, announced a “kick start” effort to raise money for the star-studded movie “Men of Granite” with anticipation for the movie to be filmed in its entirety here in Granite City instead of Hollywood or some other location.  
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Motion to Adjourn by Karen Raines and seconded by Paula Hagnauer.  Motion carried. 

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Hawkins
Secretary, HARC
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