





Historical & Architectural Review Commission
Minutes  -  August 26, 2014       

CALL TO ORDER
Acting Chairperson , Kim King, called the meeting to Order on Tuesday, August 26, 2014, at 5:40 PM
(awaiting a Commission member’s arrival to form a quorum).     

ATTENDANCE / ROLL CALL
Members Present were:  Paula Hagnauer, Kim King, Jennifer Flores-Melton and Karen Raines.  Excused absences: Terry Pierce and Ritch Alexander.  Also present were: Assistant City Attorney Laura Andrews,  Economic Development Director Jon Ferry,  Zoning Administrator Steve Willaredt and Granite City’s Building Inspector Ralph Walden.  

SWEAR-IN
The Acting Chair asked the Petitioners and those wishing to speak this evening to stand and be sworn in. 

MINUTES & AGENDA
A motion to approve the Minutes from the previous meeting held on July 22, 2014, and this evening’s Agenda, (including Petitioner’s #4 and #5, which were added to this evening’s Agenda and were included in the Commission member’s packets) was made by Jennifer Flores and seconded by Karen Raines.  Voice vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried.

(Note to file:  Reference:  Petitioner 1 / Bert’s Rental  -   Assistant City Attorney, Laura Andrews recued herself from hearing the first petition, stating a conflict.) 

PETITIONER (1):   Christian Longhi 
		          Bert’s Rentals 
		          1920 Delmar Avenue
		          District Zoned D-1 Arts & Entertainment

Jon Ferry, Economic Development Director for the City, introduced Christian Longi, the final recipient of the first group of businesses awarded a Granite City Downtown Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Grant.  Jon stated appearing before HARC for approval of the use of funding is the final step for a recipient of the grant money. 

Mr. Longi came forth and stated his proposal is to refurbish the flooring and improve the outside façade of Bert’s Rentals.

No questions or comments from the Commission were voiced and there was no one in the audience either for or against the proposal.
MOTION to approve the Petition to use TIF Grant money for refurbishing flooring as presented was made by Paula Hagnauer and seconded by Karen Raines.  Roll Call vote.   All ayes.  Motion carried by unanimous consent.

The Acting Chairperson told Mr. Longhi, the HARC members are a recommending body to the City Council and the Council will make a final determination at their next meeting scheduled for September 2, 2014.

PETITIONER (2):   Karen Raines 
		          Chantal Paris Couture  
		          Relocate from 1206 to 1204 Niedringhaus Avenue
		          District Zoned D-1 Arts & Entertainment

Karen appeared and stated she wishes to vacate 1206 Niedringhaus and move next door to 1204 Niedringhaus because of the additional square footage at that location.   The business sign will be moved, everything else (i.e. HARC checklist restrictions 1 thru 11) will remain the same.   When asked when she will move, Karen stated there is no set date, the space is getting ready.  No further discussion, comments or suggestions.  There was no one in the audience to approve or disapprove the Petition.

MOTION by Paula Hagnauer and seconded by Kim King to approve the request to move the business and existing signage from 1206 to 1204 Niedringhaus Avenue.  Roll Call Vote. 3 ayes 1 abstain.  Motion carried.

PETITIONER (3):   Richard Turner  
		          Tricked Out Leather Works 
		          1414 20th Street 
		          District Zoned D-1 Arts & Entertainment

Richard Turner introduced himself and his wife, Kelly, and stated they wish to establish a business featuring handcrafted leather products such as wallets, purses, belts and  holsters.  He distributed a copy of the window graphic (Attachment A, copy available upon request).

Mr. Turner stated he purchases the leather already tanned so no chemicals will be involved.  The HARC checklist was completed by Karen Raines as follows:
  1).  Days and hours of operation limited to:  Seven (7) days a week 7:00 AM to 7:00 PM. 
  2).  Signage:  on glass windows and in accordance with the City of Granite City’s Sign Ordinance.
  3).  Screening required?  No.      
  4).  Provisions for parking and loading: Minimal.  Shared with Petri’s Café and Street parking.     
  5).  Additional outside lighting required?   No.      
  6).  Any adverse affects on public health, safety and welfare?  No.  
  7).  Any substantial injury to the value of other property in the neighborhood?  No.  
  8).  Will proposal substantially alter the essential character of the district in which it is located?  No.
  9).  Are provisions needed for the protection of adjacent property?  No.
10).  Additional requirements?  30 day grand opening banner allowed, in accordance with City Ord.   
11).  Will permit expire with change in ownership?  Yes.
12).  Is re-application necessary to intensify use? Yes.
13).  Shall the Zoning Administrator or HARC, have the right to bring back this permit for review if, 
	at any time, they find the stated intent of this permit has not been followed, or the business has 
	become a nuisance, or is in violation of the above-named conditions?  Yes.
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There was no one in the audience either for or against the Petition.  No further discussion or comments.

MOTION by Paula Hagnauer and seconded by Jennifer Flores-Melton to approve the Petitoner’s request to establish a custom made, hand-crafted leather business in a District Zoned D-1 Arts & Entertainment with the above named restrictions (Items 1 thru 13).   Roll Call Vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried by unanimous consent.

The Chair reiterated for this Petitioner, HARC is a recommending body to the City Council and their final determination will be made September 2, 2014.

PETITIONER (4):    Jeff Wallace
		           Kinderhook (Artistic Home Made Crafts)  
		          1206 Niedringhaus Avenue 
		          District Zoned D-1 Arts & Entertainment

Jeff came forth and thanked the Commission for allowing him to be here this evening to present his proposal.  He presented samples of his artistic home-made crafts  and woodwork :  A  “Man Cave” sign, Sesame Street Bert & Ernie at a counter, a “cinema” marquee, baby gifts announcing “It’s a boy” and “It’s a girl” and local plaques (i.e. Grigsby Middle School).    He said he designs silk floral arrangements and seasonal displays for special occasions.  

He brought an L.E.D. pre-manufactured  “OPEN” sign and asked if he could use it for his business.  The Zoning Administrator answered by saying as long as it is not flashing. 

No one was in the audience either for or against the Petition.  The checklist was completed by Karen Raines as follows:

Paula Hagnauer reminded the Petitioner to keep in mind that it is better to ask for more, rather than less, especially for questions concerning days and hours of operation.
  1).  Days and hours of operation limited to:  Seven (7) days a week 7:00 AM to 10:00 PM. 
  2).  Signage:  Neon sign acceptable, however, no flashing, especially at night and in accordance 
         with the City’s Sign Ordinance.
  3).  Screening required?  No.      
  4).  Provisions for parking and loading:   Parking lot and street parking .     
  5).  Additional outside lighting required?   No.      
  6).  Any adverse affects on public health, safety and welfare?  No.  
  7).  Any substantial injury to the value of other property in the neighborhood?  No.  
  8).  Will proposal substantially alter the essential character of the district in which it is located?  No.
  9).  Are provisions needed for the protection of adjacent property?  No.
10).  Additional requirements?  30 day grand opening banner allowed, in accordance with City Ord.   
11).  Will permit expire with change in ownership?  Yes.
12).  Is re-application necessary to intensify use? Yes.
13).  Shall the Zoning Administrator, or HARC, have the right to bring back this permit for review           	if, at any time, they find the stated intent of this permit has not been followed, or the business has 
	become a nuisance, or is in violation of the above-named conditions?   Yes

MOTION to approve the Petitoner’s request to establish a retail sales business of  artistic handmade crafted and wood items in a District Zoned D-1 Arts & Entertainment with the above named restrictions (Items 1 thru 13).   Roll Call Vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried by unanimous consent.
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PETITIONER (5):	Stephanie Bethel   
			Stephanie’s Spiritual Theraphy 
		             1412 20th Street  
		             District Zoned D-1 Arts & Entertainment

Stephanie came forth and stated her request is for new signage for her business; one sign on either the left or the right side of the  glass window panes and the other to be a flush-mount sign centered above the two glass window panes.

The Petitioner referred to a print-out of the design for the window (Attachment B, copy available upon request).  She stated, upon approval of the proposed signs, Granit City local David Morris of City Signs will be the  contractor.  The colors she selected for the graphics will be purple and indigo blue.

Stephanie then referred to her copy of the proposed flush mount sign, to be centered above the two windows (no copy available for file). The flush mount sign will read Stephanie’s Spiritual Therapy with use of the same colors.   Discussion followed concerning the total amount of square footage allowed for signs and their sizes.  Assistant City Attorney Laura Andrews determined the Petitioner has actually two separate proposals for signage.    

MOTION by Kim King and seconded by Jennifer Flores-Melton to approve the 3 ft. x 8ft. long, flush mounted sign, with projection not to exceed 12 inches, to be centered above the 2-pane windows in front of the business.  Roll call vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried unanimously.

MOTION by Jennifer Flores-Melton and seconded by Kim King to approve the decal type sign to be placed on one side of the glass window panes with lettering as presented on Attachment B.  Sign not to exceed 58 x 58 inches and will not be counted toward total sign variance allowance.  Roll Call vote.
3 ayes and 1 no.  Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS
The Zoning Administrator questioned if there was interest in changing the time of the meeting since Eric Hill has resigned.  The Commission decided to leave “as is” the meeting time. 

OLD BUSINESS
None voiced.

Motion to Adjourn by Kim King and seconded by Paula Hagnauer.  Motion carried. 

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Hawkins
Secretary, HARC
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