






August 26, 2009 

Historical Architecture Review Committee
Minutes
August 25, 2009
	

CALL TO ORDER
Acting Chairman, Henry Gabriel, called the meeting of the HARC Board of Directors to Order on August 25, 2009, at 6:00 PM .  

ATTENDANCE / ROLL CALL
Members Present were:  Henry Gabriel, Paula Hagnauer, Eric Hill, Ron Laboray and Kim King.  Also present were:  Laura Andrews, Assistant City Attorney, Steve Willaredt, Planning, Zoning & Inspections, Jon Ferry, Economic Development Director,  Brenda Whitaker, Alderwoman Fifth Ward and Vivian Hudson, Mayor’s Staff.   

Excused absences: Tim Elliot and Terry Pierce.

 MINUTES
A motion to approve the minutes from the previous meeting dated August 11, 2009, was made by Ron Laboray and seconded by Kim King.   All ayes.  Motion carried.  

AGENDA
a).  2035 State Street / Business Application for Music Shop  
The Chair introduced Mike and Debra Vorce.   Mike illustrated their proposed plan for property located at 2035/37 State Street, formerly Earl’s Coiffures.  He stated their son purchased the property and the family intends to rehabilitate the two upstairs apartments, into one apartment, which the son will occupy upon his return from military service.  The only other renovation they foresee upstairs is replacement of three windows on the north side of the building, not in the front.  

Debra Vorce distributed color photos of the interior and exterior of the building as it is the present state.  The proposed plans were introduced to HARC.  Long term  is to remove the cedar shake and construct a projecting canvas awning in front, using a dimension of 1 or 2 ft, advertising the name of their business.  

Noted in one of the photos were three entry doors:  The middle door goes to the upstairs apartment.  The door to the left (2035 State) would be the entrance to the showroom; for sale of music instruments, etc.   The door to the right (2037 State) would be entrance to the music studio where music lessons would be offered.

To date, the electric service has been up-dated, they have performed general clean up and taken down the drop ceiling.  Their intent is to favor the old building décor.  They will cover the walls,  not tear them down.  Discussion followed concerning the window replacement. 

MOTION by Ron Laboray and seconded by  Paula Hagnauer for the HARC Business applicants, Mike and Debra Vorce,  to present a (visual) window replacement plan for the upstairs windows on the north side of the building to Steve Willaredt , Zoning Administrator,  he will then present it to HARC for approval.  Voice vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried.

Mr. Gabriel thanked the Vorce’s for attending the meeting and stated the Committee’s appreciation for their enthusiasm in bringing their business and restoration to downtown. 

b.).  Six Mile Regional Library, Window Replacement Project, 2001 Delmar Avenue
Jon Ferry, member of the Library Board of Directors, presented the Committee with the “specs” for the window replacement project, explaining there are 12 big windows scheduled for replacement.  He stated the frame/panel color chosen is Bahama Brown (similar to chocolate, dark brown).

Henry Gabriel stated he saw nothing wrong with the specs.  His opinion, however, was  the dark paint  color would cover approximately 10 inches of panel, that he can assume the windows will be black; that is a lot of dark color and may destroy the look of the building.   Discussion followed.

MOTION by Kim King and seconded by Ron Laboray for Jon to request from the Library a color visualization  rendering for the window replacement project and return to Committee at their next scheduled meeting (September 22, 2009).  Voice vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  

c). Information Handouts
Paula’s Portfolio – Ron thought it to be a wealth of information; for example, for this meeting, he referred to the Windows Section which he considered great since that issue was to be addressed at this meeting.  He particularly liked the Garden and Beautification for ideas and referencing.  Henry commented there is also good architectural information with very practical examples.

Henry stated Steve’s Rediscover Downtown was thought to be a very good format and ultimately is what we want for our finished product.  Discussion followed.  The Committee agreed to review, perhaps one section at a time for each meeting and come up with a shortened revision. Any remaining, useful information could be put on the City’s website.

d).  Building Materials  
Henry stated the (International) Building Code would regulate some of the materials for fire codes and trusses, etc.  Steve Willaredt stated materials should be approved on a case by case basis.  The materials must be appropriate for the location.  Discussion followed.  The committee agreed they neither want to see a  hodge-podge nor an every-building-look-alike downtown.

MOTION by Ron Laboray, seconded by Paula Hagnauer that approval for selection of materials be made on a case by case basis and necessary only when there is a change to what is in existence.  Voice vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried.
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NEW BUSINESS
The draft of revisions to Article 15, dated August 18, 2009, presented by Assistant City Attorney, Laura Andrews, was distributed.  The review and discussion was tabled for the next meeting (09-22-09).

No further business.  Motion to adjourn by Kim King and seconded by Ron Laboray.   All ayes.

Submitted by,



Barbara Hawkins
Recording Secretary, HARC
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