






August 12, 2009 

Historical Architecture Review Committee
Minutes
August 11, 2009
	

CALL TO ORDER
 Chairman, Tim Elliot, called the meeting of the HARC Board of Directors to Order on August 11, 2009, at 6:00 PM .  

ATTENDANCE / ROLL CALL
Members Present were:  Tim Elliot, Henry Gabriel, Eric Hill, Ron Laboray, Kim King and Terry Pierce.  Also present were:  Laura Andrews, Assistant City Attorney, Brenda Whitaker, Alderwoman Fifth Ward and Jon Ferry, Economic Development Director.  Excused absence: Paula Hagnauer.

 MINUTES
A motion to approve the minutes from the previous meeting dated July 28, 2009, was made by Eric Hill and seconded by Ron Laboray.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  

AGENDA
Review / Fence Ordinance
The Chair called for additions/corrections to the draft copy of Article 15, Section 1300, Fences in the Arts and Entertainment District.  The committee agreed with the wording, “Fences in the Arts and Entertainment District shall be wrought iron only.  Setback requirements and height limitations shall be determined on a case by case basis”

Review / HARC Application Form
The HARC Certificate of Appropriateness Application was introduced and discussion followed.  Laura pointed out to the committee the issues that were being discussed are addressed in Article 15, Section
15-800, part B.  The committee agreed that a third page should be included with the application with wording from section 15-800 (3) as follows:
		Information Required:
		Every application submitted to HARC for review and approval must contain 
	the following information before the application can be scheduled for the 
HARC meeting.
a). Site plan of the property and all structures located on the property.
b). Description of shape and dimensions of the lot.
c). Photograph of lot and existing structure. 
d). Color drawings of proposed structures and modifications.
e). Samples of all proposed materials, i.e. brick, siding, roofing, fencing, etc.


Note:  In Article 15-800-3 the original (a) is eliminated because “A complete application” becomes the HARC application itself; and item (g) is eliminated because “Proposed colors of and sign or structure” will adhere to City Ordinance #4849 Signs.

The Chair then commented on the “Rediscover Downtown” booklet that Planning and Zoning Administrator, Steve Willaredt, had put together for the Planned Unit Development (P.U.D. the precursor to HARC).  He stated he really likes the design, the detailed specifics contained in the booklet, and when updated, will serve as a nice welcome and informative packet for businesses.

Review /City Attorney Letter
The Chair referred the Committee to a letter, emailed to 5th Ward Alderpersons Dan McDowell and Brenda Whitaker from the City Attorney, Brian Konzen.  The letter addressed the impact the draft proposal, Section 15-320, would have on businesses and entities in the 15 block A & E district.  Of particular concern was the potential limitation of ground floor permitted uses.  Consequently, professional, governmental, insurance and administrative offices would all become nonconforming uses in downtown.  These entities would include City Hall, all Law Offices and the Township Building.  Discussion followed.

Section 15-305/Zoning & Boundaries and Section 15-700 
The Chair stated part of the problem is, this committee talked about, but did not re-define the map that encompasses the A & E sub-district (central core).  Discussion followed.  

MOTION
Eric Hill moved that all buildings with addresses on Niedringhaus Avenue, from 19th Street and Cleveland to 21st Street and Grand shall follow the Ordinance/Article 15-320 restricting first floor/second floor permitted uses.   Seconded by Ron Laboray.  Roll Call vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried.
 
Section 15-700
Alderperson Brenda Whitaker explained she would like to take back to her committee (on the City Council) additional explanation and HARC’s intent for Section 15-700 “Sale of Closing of Non-permitted Business”.   The committee decided, and requested Laura strike the words in the first paragraph, second line: be replaced if the and replace with the words continue to operate.  The assistant City Attorney was also asked to add verbiage to “grandfather-in” existing businesses in the sub-district as acceptable permitted use, i.e.:  if one of the existing businesses decides to sell to another like business, without intensifying the use, then it will be considered a permitted use (same-to-same); however, it the business is sold to another different type of business (example: Law Office to Accounting Firm) then it is a non-conforming type use.

Section 15-800/Procedure
3).  Public Hearing.  Ald. Brenda Whitaker requested clarification for the need for Public Hearing Notice publication requirements by the applicant. She emphasized the need for streamlining.  Laura advised Brenda the following written paragraph  has been deleted  (which was not known to Brenda because her copy was two weeks old). 
A development or redevelopment within this district which is a specifically listed 
	use under this Article may be approved by the Zoning Administrator without the 
	need to be brought before HARC if the building where the development will be
	located has already been approved by HARC.  
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The Chair mentioned, case in point, a memo from the Inspection’s Office which stated a new music business would like to occupy 2035 State Street, formerly Earl’s Coiffures (copy available upon request) 
Mike and Debra Vorce purchased a building permit to begin interior renovations, which Debra stated needed to be made with or without HARC’s approval for the business.  The Chair stated this falls within the current law for permitted use. 

Discussion followed.  The committee would like to have the Vorce’s appear before them at the next meeting (August 25th),   request they bring a photograph of the existing exterior of the building and to discuss the site plan.  The secretary will invite Mr. & Mrs. Vorce to attend the next meeting.

Continued Review/Article 15 – Committee Recommended Changes
Section 15-235 Powers & Duties: 
2).  Strike words: to prepare and , begin sentence with: Recommend to the City Council (strike “a” add “s” to plans).  Sentence to read: “Recommend to the City Council plans for the present and future development or redevelopment of the downtown area”. 

3).  Brenda questioned the intent of HARC to declare historic buildings with the National Register. Tim replied the committee could make recommendations only, and that does not mean it cannot be demolished should a building be deemed a health and safety issue.   

7). Brenda asked for explanation of intent for this section. Henry Gabriel answered, this paragraph is included because; for instance, should the City institute a comprehensive master plan, HARC will be able to take look at it to see if is harmonious with the HARC plan. 

Section 15-240 Meetings / Transaction of Business:
(2) Brenda questioned clarification of public notice publications.  The committee decided:  No Public Hearing Notice (publication) is needed for permitted uses.  The Chair requested that be put in form of a motion.  
MOTION 
Motion by Eric Hill and seconded by Ron Laboray  that no Public Hearing  will be required for permitted uses.  Voice vote.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

Section15-910 Filing Application
A).  The Chair reiterated HARC’s designation of an historic landmark has nothing to do with the National Register.  Criteria is set in Section 15-930.

No further business.  Alderwoman Brenda Whitaker stated it is nice to have everyone on the same page.  

The Chair stated he will be out of town for the next meeting and delegated/requested Henry to Chair the meeting, Henry agreed.
   
MOTION to adjourn by Kim King and seconded by Ron Laboray.

Respectfully submitted by,



Barbara Hawkins
HARC Recording Secretary
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