





M I N U T E S
GRAPHIC REVIEW BOARD
August 7, 2014   

 
Chairman, John Janek, called the meeting of the Graphic Review Board to order on Thursday, August 7, 2014 at 6:00 PM.

PLEDGE, SWEAR-IN & COMMENTS
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and the sole Petitioner was sworn in.  Following the welcoming remarks, the Chair stated the Graphic Review Board is a recommending body to the City Council and the Council will make a final determination at their next meeting scheduled on August 19, 2014.        

ATTENDANCE
Members present: John Janek, Sharon Ryan and Martha Burich.  Also present were Assistant City Attorney Laura Andrews and Steve Willaredt, Planning & Zoning Administrator.    Excused absences: Sam Akeman and Andy Mathes.   

MINUTES  &  AGENDA
A motion to approve the Minutes from the previous meeting (July 10, 2014) and this evening’s agenda was made by Martha Burich and seconded by Sharon Ryan.  Voice vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

PETITIONER:	Julie Holt
			United Insurance Brokerage
			3024 Nameoki Road

The Chair introduced the Petitioner’s appeal, or request, to allow use of the existing pole sign located on the corner of St. Clair Avenue and Nameoki Road.  The proposed sign will have new facing with addition of a L.E.D. message board in a District Zoned C-5.

Julie Holt introduced herself and stated her home address is in Collinsville, Illinois.  She stated she is the owner of 3010, 3014 and 3024 Nameoki Road.  The 3024 Nameoki location will be the offices for her License, Title and Insurance businesses following completion of renovations. 

The proposed sign design (Attachment A, copy available upon request) was reviewed by the Board.    
The petition for variances was determined as follows:
1).  The requested height is 192 inches or 16 ft. which is exceedingly high; and 
2).  Pole Signs are prohibited by Ordinance; and   
3).  by Ordinance L.E.D. signs are to be monument style only, with height not to exceed 7 ft.

Discussion followed.   Ms. Holt explained,  economically it makes sense to her to use the existing pole sign, the L.E.D. message board (the lower third of the graphic) will look sophisticated with verbage advertising her three businesses (Insurance, Licensing and Title Company).   She proposes to use the existing, underground, electrical wiring and the sign will have new facing and trim. 

Committee Board discussion. The Chair reiterated the City has been trying for years to eliminate pole signs and she is requesting a “monster” sign that is 9 ft. over the Ordinance limitation.

The Zoning Administrator read from the Sign Ordinance:   Section 5-8 regarding pole signs and Section 5-9 Light Emitting Diode signs, reminding the Petitioner the L.E.D.  sign should be 5 ft. off the property line and cannot impede traffic.

Sharon Ryan reported the revised Sign Ordinance was recently passed by the City Council and new signs should be in accordance with the Ordinance. 

The Chair stated recently a business on Nameoki Road eliminated two pole signs and replaced them with one L.E.D. sign, at a significantly lower height.  The suggestion was made to Ms. Holt to consider lowering the sign.  Ms. Holt replied, lowering the sign could impede traffic at that busy intersection.   The Zoning Administrative reminded the Petitioner the sign should be 5 ft. off the property line and must not impede traffic.

Sharon reminded the Board, when a business leaves a location, the owner is required to remove the pole sign; therefore, in reality, the sign should not even be there.  Mr. Willaredt concurred, however, oftentimes the business owners simply leave the location and the Granite City area completely.   No further discussion.

MOTION by Mark Davis and seconded by Martha Burich to approve the Petition to allow use of
the existing pole sign with a L.E.D. message board.  Roll Call vote.   2 Noes and 1 yes.  Petition denied.

NEW BUSINESS
Ordinance #8435 amending the Sign Ordinance was distributed to members present at the meeting.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
None voiced.

MOTION to adjourn by Sharon Ryan and seconded by Martha Burich.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Hawkins
Secretary, 
Graphic Review Board
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GRAPHIC REVIEW BOARD ADVISORY REPORT
Date of Hearing 
August 7, 2014




PETITIONER:         Julie Holt, United Insurance Brokerage

LOCATION:     	3024 Nameoki Road

REQUEST:         	Proposal to review the non-conforming Sign Ordinance 
	and allow the petition to use the existing pole sign with 
	new facing and an electronic L.E.D. message board added.  
	Located at the corner of St. Clair Avenue and Nameoki 
	Road in a District Zoned C-5.  


ROLL CALL VOTE:		John Janek		No	
					Sharon Ryan		No										Martha Burich	Yes
					
										Motion Denied.
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