





Historical & Architectural Review Commission
Minutes  -  July 22, 2014       

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman, Terry Pierce, called the meeting to Order on Tuesday, July 22, 2014, at 5:30 PM.  The Chair welcomed everyone and stated HARC is a recommending body to the City Council and the Council will have the final decision for petitions/proposals at their next regularly on August 5, 2014.  

ATTENDANCE / ROLL CALL
Members Present were:  Terry Pierce, Kim King, Jennifer Flores-Melton, Karen Raines and Ritch Alexander.  Excused absence:   Paula Hagnauer.   Also present were:   Jon Ferry, Economic Development Director,  Zoning Administrator Steve Willaredt and Granite City’s Building Inspector Ralph Walden.  

SWEAR-IN
HARC member Jennifer Flores-Melton asked Petitioners and Recipients of TIF grants to stand and be sworn in.

MINUTES & AGENDA
A motion to approve the Minutes from the previous meeting (May 27, 2014) and this evening’s Agenda was made by Jennifer Flores-Melton and seconded by Ritch Alexander.  Voice vote.  All ayes.   Motion carried.    

PETITIONER (1):    Anthony Johnson
		          1735 Madison Avenue
		          District Zoned D-3 Light Industrial

Anthony Johnson came forth and stated his Petition is a request for approval to open an auto detailing business at 1735 Madison Avenue. He explained the service will include thorough cleaning of the interior and exterior of automobiles.  When asked if there would be other services, the Petitioner replied no, just a good cleaning and polishing.

The Petitioner stated the only exterior change would be to put up a sign.  The Zoning Administrator read the regulations regarding signage in an Industrial District i.e. no pole signs are permitted, monumental or flush mounted signs are permitted and there are limits on square footage.  Mr. Johnson was advised to see the Zoning Administrator with a plan design and to purchase the proper permit.  
	
The HARC Checklist was completed by HARC member Kim King:      
  1).  Days and hours of operation limited to:  Sunday thru Saturday  8:00 AM to 7:00 PM. 
  2).  Signage:  In accordance with the City of Granite City’s Sign Ordinance.
  3).   Screening required?  Yes.  Screened dumpster in rear.      
  4).   Provisions for parking and loading:  Existing area in the rear and on street parking.     
  5).   Additional outside lighting required?   Use of existing lighting is adequate.     
  6).    Any adverse affects on public health, safety and welfare?  No.  
  7).    Any substantial injury to the value of other property in the neighborhood?  No.  
  8).    Will proposal substantially alter the essential character of the district in which it is located?  No.
  9).    Are provisions needed for the protection of adjacent property?  No.
10).    Additional requirements?  No.   
11).    Will permit expire with change in ownership?  Yes.
12).     Is re-application is necessary to intensify use. Yes.
13).     The Zoning Administrator, or HARC, shall have the right to bring back this permit for review if, 
	at any time, they find the stated intent of this permit has not been followed, or the business has 
	become a nuisance, or is in violation of the above-named conditions.

The Chair called for further discussion.  Jennifer Flores-Melton questioned the use of “unfriendly” solvents to clean the vehicles and the chemical run-off which may cause environmental concerns.  The Petitioner responded:  there are three drains located inside the building where the cars are to be washed.  The Zoning Administrator added the building was a former radiator shop and he did not foresee any issues or concerns with water run-off or drainage.   

Mr. Willaredt asked how many employees did he intend to hire and the Petitioner responded two employees to begin with, perhaps more in the future.  He added, plans are to open as soon as possible.
Noted:  There was no one in the audience either for or against the Petitioner’s request.  

MOTION to approve the petition request and allow the Auto Detailing business with the above named stipulations, (Items 1 thru 13) was made by Ritch Alexander and seconded by Kim King.  Roll call vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried by unanimous consent.   

PETITIONER (2)   Nancy Meyers, d/b/a Treasurers of the City
		       1417 19th Street 
		        District Zoned D-1 Arts & Entertainment

(Note to Minutes:  Ms. Meyers is a recipient of the recently awarded “TIF” grants.  She had completed the petition request for exterior changes prior to the Inspection Department receiving a list of businesses awarded grant funding). 

Nancy distributed three color cards for the exterior paint to be used from the Glidden Paint Collection and a draft of the proposed signage to be painted on front of the  building (Attachments A & B, viewing available upon request).
Toasted Coconut WG015 for the building
Candy Apple	WGR21 for the door
Onyx Black 	WGN66 for the sign

The Petitioner stated she is replacing the roof with white rubber and proposes to asphalt the parking lot with the TIF grant arrangement.  The Zoning Administrator stated those two requests for approval do not have to appear before HARC because the flat roof will not be seen and asphalt is repair and replacement.  

The Petitioner pleaded with HARC to intervene and request repair to the curbs and sidewalk in front of her building.  She stated her many calls to different departments in the City seem to have fallen on deaf ears.  Also, she stated Ameren has left a pile of crushed up concrete that needs to be removed.   

Steve Willaredt agreed to come by and take a look and added curbs/sidewalks are an issue all over the City; that, little by little progress is made.  
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Her final plea was to encourage HARC to influence the City to include more streets in downtown HARC with beautification and seasonal Christmas decorations as is seen on the Niedringhaus corridor.
No further discussion.  There was no one in the audience either for or against the Petitioner’s request.  

MOTION by Kim King and seconded by Terry Pierce to accept the colors as presented for exterior painting.  Roll Call vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried by unanimous consent.

MOTION by Ritch Alexander and seconded by Jennifer Flores-Melton to accept the sign draft as presented.  Roll Call vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried by unanimous consent.

NEW BUSINESS: TIF Recipients & Their Proposals
The eight (8) TIF Applications and their proposals for approval are available for viewing upon request.

1).  Stacie Pope – BSR Books
       1400 Niedringhaus Avenue

Stacie showed a color photograph of the front of the building. The proposed project is to bring the front of the building up to code, allowing them to rent spaces.  The lease for the law offices of Terry O’Leary expires in February, 2015.   The State Street storefront, to the right of the bookstore, will likely be leased to Ginger Sirois for retail sales of her scented soaps and candles, “Ginger’s Good Sense”.

Stacie stated the electric needs to be brought to code on the State Street side and Stacie’s family would like to move into the back of the property, which does have an existing kitchen and bathroom.  They want to bring the building up to code so they can rent space to small businesses and to make the back space their living quarters which will allow them to extend their working hours.  

MOTION to approve the TIF grant proposal as presented was made by Jennifer Flores-Melton and seconded by Kim King.  Roll Call vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried by unanimous consent.

2).  Jim Hudson – Jim’s Pawn & Jewelry
      1909 Edison Avenue  

Jim Hudson introduced himself and thanked everyone for the opportunity to apply for and receive the grant money.  He intends TO upgrade the façade by painting the exterior of the building to match the stone 
in front, however, the paint may be a little lighter in color than the stone.  Mr. Hudson’s proposal include: a power wash, repair to the parking lot, replacement of a small fence and “green space” with the addition of trees and shrubs.  There is existing lighting on the top of the building which he intends to bring back with hope the building will have the look it had back in 1950. 

MOTION to approve the TIF grant proposal as presented was made by Ritch Alexander and seconded by Kim King.  Roll Call vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried by unanimous consent.

3).  Jennifer Flores Melton – Art Park Ost 
       1412 Niedringhaus Avenue

Jennifer began her presentation by stating the mural on the side has already been approved by HARC; the grant money will help defray the cost of that project.   She proposes to replace the cracked glass window in the front, replace the rotted wood frame for the windows, install of cloth awnings, orange to match her logo.                                                                        -3-
The awnings will either be straight or arched.  She is waiting to receive bids.  The cost will determine 
how ornate they will be.  Additional plans include a flush mount, electric/lighted box (cabinet), installed on the front of the building which will illuminate her logo image.  

MOTION to approve the TIF grant proposal as presented was made by Kim King and seconded by Ritch Alexander.  Roll Call vote.  4 Ayes. 1 Abstain (Jennifer Flores-Melton).   Motion carried.

4).  Larry Petri & Gloria Wood – Petri Cafe
       1416 20th Street

Larry Petri introduced himself and his sister, Carol.  A draft of their proposal for new façade was distributed.  The Petri family intends to replace the café front door and the windows.  The new windows will be constructed horizontally and are energy efficient.  Both interior and exterior to be painted (exterior includes the foundation, doors & wood trim).  The concrete parking lot in the rear is to be repaired. The existing concrete will be chipped and removed, then replaced with 20x28 ft. slabs.

MOTION to approve the TIF grant proposal as presented was made by Karen Raines and seconded by Terry Pierce.  Roll Call vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried by unanimous consent.

5).  Michael & Debra Vorce – Mad Jive, Inc. 
      d/b/a Omega Music 
      2035 State Street

Michael came forth and introduced his wife, Debra.  A blueprint was passed among the HARC members depicting their proposal to enhance the façade.  Plans are to replace 6 windows on the second floor and underneath the windows (the existing canopy) will be a 30x18 inch area for signage to be painted a Satin White color.  Signage will read Omega Music in blue lettering; to the left will be a guitar pick with the “omega” symbol in the center.  Beneath the sign they chose to paint a black & white piano keyboard for lineation and separation from the business next to theirs. The Zoning Administrator read from Zoning Ordinance #3818, Article 15, Section 1500 and stated he saw no issues with the plan as presented.  

MOTION to approve the TIF grant proposal as presented was made by Ritch Alexander and seconded by Jennifer Flores-Melton. Roll Call vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried by unanimous consent.

6).  Tony Aiello – Aiello’s Pizzeria, LLC
       1318 Niedringhaus Avenue

Tony’s representative, Shonda DeBoise, appeared and was sworn in.  She stated the proposal is to replace the existing windows with more energy efficient material (Low-E vinyl).  Tony wishes to replace deck in back and a new stairwell for access to the second floor and to the basement.      

MOTION to approve the TIF grant proposal as presented was made by Kim King and seconded by Terry Pierce.  Roll Call vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried by unanimous consent.

7).   Nancy Meyers – Treasures of the City  )
        1419 19th Street			     )	Nancy’s request was heard as a Petition this evening.

8).   Christian Longi – Bert’s Rental	     )
        1920 Delmar Avenue		     )        Continued until next meeting at Recipient’s request.
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COMMENTS
Administrator Steve Willaredt wished to thank the T.I.F. Grant Review Committee for enabling the Downtown businesses to receive grant money:  Jon Ferry (Economic Development Director), Dr. Virgil Kambarian (Alderman 3rd Ward) and Tina Hubert (Six Mile Regional Library District).  

Jon Ferry reported the T.I.F. Grant Committee will need a  Redevelopment Agreement  for future grants. The Agreement will go before HARC for recommendation, prior to final passage, or determination, by the City Council.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
None voiced.

Motion to adjourn by Jennifer Flores-Melton and seconded by Kim King .    Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Hawkins
Secretary, HARC
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