




M I N U T E S
GRAPHIC REVIEW BOARD
July 10, 2014   

 
Chairman, John Janek, called the meeting of the Graphic Review Board to order on Thursday, July 10, at 6:00 PM.

ATTENDANCE
Members present: John Janek, Sam Akeman, Martha Burich and Andy Mathes.      Also present was Steve Willaredt, Planning & Zoning Administrator.  Excused absence:  Sharon Ryan.       

MINUTES  &  AGENDA
A motion to approve the Minutes from the previous meeting (May 1, 2014) and this evening’s agenda was made by Sam Akeman and seconded by Martha Burich.  
Voice vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

PURPOSE:  Review of Final Draft of Sign Ordinance #4849.  

The Chairman asked the Zoning Administrator for his opinion of the final draft.  Mr. Willaredt  stated the Assistant City Attorney, Laura Andrews, cleaned up the verbage and eliminated repetition that was considered to be confusing.  He added, Jon Ferry, Economic Development Director, contributed to the draft.  The Administrator added some of the graphics as well as an application form.  He stated he is pleased with the changes; the Ordinance looks very professional. 

Discussion followed, reviewed were:
1).  Section 5-9 Light Emitting Diode Signs (L.E.D.).  the word “monochrome” was eliminated and upon approval of the draft the LED signs may be multi-colored.
2).  General Provisions & Definitions, number 9.  Flush mounted or monument signs are “encouraged” and preferred because they will clean up the sky line and bring advertisement to a lower level than pole signs.
3).  Section 2-3 Illumination.  Beacon lights and illumination by flame are prohibited.  For “Grand Opening” events special permits are required.
4).  Section 5-10 Bond Requirement.  Indemnity Policy amount should be corrected to read one
million dollars: $1,000,000.00 (not $1000,000).
5).  Section 2-6 Maintenance Requirements were discussed.  The Chair requested code enforcement 
be more vigilant with establishments that cease to do business in Granite City and neglect to re-move their signs  (i.e. Crossroads Shopping Center). 
6).  Section 2-7 Obstruction Prohibited.  The Zoning Administrator reported Georgetown Apartments as an example of spending thousands of dollars on new signage and landscaping ending in result that is illegal.  Georgetown’s violations include: 
	
	
	a).  No permit issued for signage
	b).  Exceeds height limitation
	c).  Setback is only 1 ft. from sidewalk
	d).  The graphic is too close to the street
The Administrator reported they will have to take down the sign or they will be cited and fined.
7).  Section 2-9 Other Prohibited Graphics.  Letter “C”.  This section now authorizes the Inspection, Bldg & Zoning Administrator the authority not only to return an unauthorized sign
but also present the violator with a citation to appear in Municipal Court.

No further discussion.

MOTION by Andy Mathes and seconded by Sam Akeman to approve the final draft of the Granite City Sign Ordinance #4849.  Roll Call vote.     4 Ayes.   Motion carried by unanimous consent.

NEW BUSINESS
None voiced.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
None Voiced.

 A motion to adjourn was made by Andy Mathes and seconded by Sam Akeman.  Voice vote.  All ayes.


Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Hawkins
Secretary, 
Graphic Review Board
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GRAPHIC REVIEW BOARD ADVISORY REPORT
Date of Hearing July 10, 2014 





PURPOSE:     Passage of the Final Draft  /  City Sign Ordinance #4849.  
     
MOTION by Andy Mathes and seconded by Sam Akeman to approve the final draft of Sign Ordinance #4849.	

ROLL CALL VOTE:		John Janek		Yes
					Sam Akeman		Yes										Martha Burich	Yes
					Andy Mathes		Yes


							Motion carried by unanimous consent.
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