







Historical & Architectural Review Commission
Minutes  -  June 23, 2015       

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman, Terry Pierce, called the meeting to Order on Tuesday, June 23, 2015 at 5:30 PM.  The Chair welcomed everyone and stated HARC is a recommending body to the City Council and the Council will have the final decision for petitions/proposals at their next regularly on July 7, 2015.  

ATTENDANCE / ROLL CALL
Members Present were:  Terry Pierce, Kim King, Jennifer Flores-Melton, Karen Raines, Paula Hagnauer and LaDonna Walden.  Excused absence:   Ritch Alexander.   Also present were:  Asst City Attorney Laura Andrews, Jon Ferry, Economic Development Director,  Zoning Administrator Steve Willaredt and Granite City’s Building Inspector Ralph Walden.  

SWEAR-IN
HARC chairman Terry Pierce asked Petitioners and Recipients of TIF grants to stand and be sworn in.

MINUTES & AGENDA
A motion to approve the Minutes from the previous meeting (April 28, 2015) and this evening’s Agenda was made by Kim King and seconded by Jennifer Flores-Melton.  Voice vote.  All ayes.   Motion carried.    

PETITIONER (1):    Fort Gondo, Inc.
		          Galen Gondlfi
		          1820-22 State St.
		          PP# 22-2-19-24-12-202-013.001
		          Request approval to establish an Art Studio and Exhibit Space in a 
		          District Zoned D-2 Commercial Sub-District

Galen Gondlfi came forth and stated his Petition is a request for approval to open an Art Studio and Exhibit Space at 1820-22 State St.  He explained the building was purchased from the City and his intent is to renovate the building so it can be utilized for artist space and exhibits.  The intent is to restore the historic concept of the building with the replacement of transom window and the front façade.  The building will have an architectural plates sort of stucco.  The building will remain with the same building configuration.  The exterior color scheme will be of a natural neutral cement color with painted trim.  Chris Carl the lead designer for this project addressed the commission and explained the concrete panel concept of the front façade.  
Mr. Gondolfi related that there will not be any awnings and the only signage that would be on premise would be window graphics.  There was a concern as to the stucco type façade that was discussed.  Mr. Carl indicated that the material not a true stucco but concrete that is affixed to the exterior of the building.  It will not give the impression of being stucco.
	
The HARC Checklist was completed by HARC Administrator Willaredt:      
  1).  Days and hours of operation limited to:  Sunday thru Saturday  Twenty four (24) hours. 
  2).  Signage:  In accordance with the City of Granite City’s Sign Ordinance (window graphics)
  3).   Screening required?  Yes.  Screened dumpster in rear.      
  4).   Provisions for parking and loading:  Street parking.     
  5).   Additional outside lighting required?   Security lighting only.     
  6).   Any adverse affects on public health, safety and welfare?  No.  
  7).   Any substantial injury to the value of other property in the neighborhood?  No.  
  8).   Will proposal substantially alter the essential character of the district in which it is located?  No.
  9).   Are provisions needed for the protection of adjacent property?  No.
10).   Additional requirements?  No.   
11).   Will permit expire with change in ownership?  Yes.
12).   Is re-application is necessary to intensify use. Yes.
13).   The Zoning Administrator, or HARC, shall have the right to bring back this permit for review if, 
	at any time, they find the stated intent of this permit has not been followed, or the business has 
	become a nuisance, or is in violation of the above-named conditions.

The Chair called for further discussion.  Mr. Gondolfi related that he organization is a 501 C 3  non-profit.  He had done three (3) art studios, coffee shops and etc. in the Cherokee Street project.  They will have projects, classes and exhibitions both inside and outside.  In regards to fencing or privacy there is partial security fence and there is nothing of value that will be stored in the rear area.  
Mr. Gondlfi related that he is in the process of acquiring other properties adjacent to this address.  Member Paula Hagnauer had questions  regarding security of the rear area and whether they are approving the use and the façade change.  
There was a request for a motion to approve the use of the building but not the façade,  Discussion about the wording of the motion and a request of anyone in the audience had questions.  
Alderman Williams and Alderman Pickerell introduced themselves and asked questions as to what was their timeline and will this possible attract other businesses to locate in the area.  Mr. Gondlfi related that he has been referred to as the Godfather of Cherokee St. with opening several art galleries, coffee shops and renovating several buildings.  When he started on Cherokee St. there were burnt out buildings and only three people living on the street.  It is not a prosperous area and he feels that with the Granite City location to the St. Louis downtown.  This is the land of opportunityand feels the area has great potential.  
Zoning Administrator Willaredt indicated that in Section 1400 of Article 15 states different acceptable exterior materials for building.  Within that under stone trims and fascias it allows face stone, granite (gray or white) and limestone.  These colors are typical of what Fort Gondo is presenting to this board and should be accepted. Mr. Carl indicated the surface will be smooth.  A photo of the typical look of this type of construction was passed around to the commission.  A question as to the color of the trim was mentioned and Mr. Gondlfi related it would to the orange tones.

MOTION to approve the petition request and allow the an Art Studio and Exhibit Space at 1820-22 State in a District Zoned D-2 Commercial Sub-District, including (Items 1 thru 13) of the HARC checklist and the approval of the façade was made by Jennifer Flores-Melton and seconded by Kim King.  Roll call vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried by unanimous consent.   


NEW BUSINESS: TIF Recipients & Their Proposals
The eight (8) TIF Applications and their proposals for approval are available for viewing upon request.

1).  Richard Krumrey – Krumrey Home Furnishings
       1305 19th St.

Mr. Krumrey showed a sample of windows that he is proposing to install in the second and third story of his building.  Came before the commission several years ago in reference to placing windows.  Now with the grant he is able to replace 32 or 33 windows to the building.  The third floor windows are taller and will require an extra pane to fill n the frame.  The window color will be white.  A color brown or black will be at an extra cost.  Comment from the commission indicated that white would look best on this building.  
Mr. Krumrey related that he has been here for 28 years and intends on staying for a long time.

MOTION to approve the TIF grant proposal as presented was made by Kim King and seconded by Paula Hagnauer.  Roll Call vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried by unanimous consent.

2).  Ted Meeker – Ralph Building
      1208 Niedringhaus Avenue  

Mr. Meeker introduced himself and thanked everyone for the opportunity to apply for and receive the grant money.  He intends to upgrade the electric and HVAC systems to several of his store fronts.  He wants to upgrade the electrical panels and mechanical s to H & R Block and Chantal Paris who are tenants at this time.  
The building was built in 1923 and he has been progressing with improvements since he has taken possession.

MOTION to approve the TIF grant proposal as presented was made by Kim King and seconded by Paula Hagnauer.  Roll Call vote.  5 ayes and 1 abstain (Karen Raines).  Motion carried.

3).  Shon Tullock – IQ2 Computers
       1934 State St.

Mr. Tullock introduced himself and indicated that he applied for the grant to repair his roof with a silicone roofing and to upgrade his heating and air conditioning.  He has been closed for sometime but has kept his license.  Things are picking up so he will be reopening and he want to introduce 3d printing.

MOTION to approve the TIF grant proposal as presented was made by Kim King and seconded by Paula Hagnauer.  Roll Call vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried by unanimous consent.

4).  Ken Kohnen – Snelson Collision Repair
       1822 Grand Ave.

Mr. Kohnen introduced himself.  He is the owner and operator of Snelson Collision Repair.  He is requesting the grant to replace nine (9) overhead doors.  The building is gray in color and he will purchase white doors.  There was a suggest to have color doors but they cost more.  He may place a logo or other image.  The rest of the trim on the building is white.  He explained that there are man doors in the overhead doors and they had to be a certain type.

MOTION to approve the TIF grant proposal as presented was made by Kim King and seconded by Karen Raines.  Roll Call vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried by unanimous consent.

5).  Vincent Otten – Custom Built Cabinetry 
      2241 Madison Ave.

Mr. Otten introduced himself and a question as to whether or not 2241 Madison Ave. is in the HARC.  This address is out of the boundaries but since it is in the downtown the TIF committee wants it to be approved by HARC.  Mr. Otten related that they want to install new doors, a cloth awning over the front of the building and to build a cosmetic wall around the old cooler that is on the north side of the building.  They did request an automatic gate for the parking lot but the cost was too great and they decided to not proceed with that.  The siding will be a dark brown, same color as the rest of the building. 

MOTION to approve the TIF grant proposal as presented was made by Paula Hagnauer and seconded by Kim King. Roll Call vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried by unanimous consent.

6).  Galen Gondlfi – Fort Gondo, Inc.
       1900 State St.

Mr. Gondlfi stated that his nonprofit organization recently acquired the above address from the Jesus Place Mission as a gift.  This building is in need of a large amount of renovation but the first thing that needs to be done is a roof.  The building suffers from sufficient roof damage.  He wants to replace the damaged roof and one section will be replaced with skylights.  It will present natural sunlight on the third floor ballroom.  The building will eventually become are studios, exhibition and performance space.  The repairs being made will not be seen except by air.  
The third floor will become an event area and there are concerns to ADA accessibility and meeting the fire code.  The use of each floor will determine the requirements of the accessibility code and fire code to meet required code.

MOTION to approve the TIF grant proposal as presented was made by Kim King and seconded by Jennifer Flores-Melton.  Roll Call vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried by unanimous consent.

7).   Barbara Whitehead – Barbara Sales  
        1371 Niedringhaus			     	Continued until next meeting at HARC’s request.

Jon Ferry wanted to make comment regarding historic preservation and tax credits.  He asked the commissions opinion regarding creating such a ordinance.  Discussion regarding a home owner to do anything to you home you might have to jump through all kind of red tape to be able to obtain the tax credits.  Attorney Andrews indicated that this was brought before this commission several years ago and she has some record of this.  Ferry agreed that more research must be done before moving forward
There was some discussion of demolitions in the downtown area go before HARC prior to condemnation.  Administrator Willaredt comment that he was totally against this due to the monies spent are through Community Development and everything goes through the Historic Society before I can proceed.  No further comment.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
None voiced.

Motion to adjourn by Kim King  and seconded by Jennifer Flores-Melton.    Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,
Steve Willaredt
Administrator, HARC






