Historical Architecture Review Committee

Minutes

June 23, 2009 

CALL TO ORDER
The Chair, Tim Elliot, called the meeting of the HARC Board of Directors to Order on June 23, 2009 at 6:00 PM.

ATTENDANCE / ROLL CALL
Members Present:  Chairman Tim Elliot, Henry Gabriel, Paula Hagnauer, Eric Hill, Ron Laboray, Kim King and Terry Pierce.  Also present were:  Jon Ferry, Economic Development Director and Steve Willaredt, Administrator, Inspections - Planning & Zoning.

REVIEW /  THE RALPH BUILDING

The Chair, Tim Elliot, introduced guest, Ted Meeker, owner of the Ralph Building.  The Ralph Building is a historic wedged-shaped building located at the corner of Niedringhaus and 19th Street.  This site will be directly across the street from the new three million dollar theatre.  This building is the first prototype for renovations in the HARC District, therefore, unique. 
Mr. Meeker stated he was glad to meet with the committee to discuss the renovation plans.  He stated his restoration attempts stopped upon receipt of a letter from the City’s Building & Zoning Administrator stating the removal of plate glass windows and replacement with plywood was not what the City HARC envisioned; and a stop-work order was requested by the Committee.  He presented an old photo of the building and described some of the repairs and renovations he has made which include:  Replacement of some siding with masonite, which was the most antique looking material he could find.  Also replaced the roof, electric, plumbing and broken windows have all been replaced. He has re-habed three of the store fronts and hauled away 15 dump trucks of debris from the site.  He has spent approximately $90,000.00 in two years.   

Mr. Meeker stated he is open to any and all suggestions because he realizes his building will be the first one you will see when you enter the (HARC) area.   As the money comes in, he will do  more replacement and will strive for as “green” (efficient) a building as he can achieve while  keeping with the “old” look. 
The Zoning Administrator asked what the intent is going to be for the upstairs: Apartments or offices?  Mr. Meeker stated there are nine apartments there and has considered apartments or condos; however, that is contingent upon the City selling him the empty lot nearby for parking
garages.

Discussion followed.  Some major concerns of the Committee were renovations that are incongruent to the architecture of the building such as boarding up of plate glass windows, awnings and the paint color chosen for the awnings (black) and transom areas (maroon). 
Mr. Meeker stated he has simply experimented with the black and the maroon color was chosen by prospective tenants.  He stated he is flexible and is open to suggestions and change. 

The Zoning Administrator stated he has received a business license application from two local ladies for an entertainment facility called, “The Wired Wedge”. The business will be located in the Ralph Building (in the wedge section).  Mr. Meeker agreed they are the prospective tenants.  

 The interior colors for the facility will be granite-gray and maroon.  The business will have a coffee-house atmosphere: candy counter, coffee and (non-alcoholic) beverages, magazines, WI-FI internet service, board games and darts, with tables both inside the establishment and outside.  The committee agreed that is just what they are looking for in the Arts and Entertainment area.
The final critique from the HARC Board concerned the exterior color.  The committee believed the color burgundy, or maroon, is too bold and suggested terra-cotta, or a more neutralized color; the black awnings should coordinate with the color in the brick and the windows should be replaced. 

Terry Pierce made the motion requesting Mr. Meeker replace the large boarded-in area with glass,  put the same awning all  the way around the building and to  maintain a consistent color in the transom.  No second to the motion.  Discussion followed, the committee decided to break down the motion.   Terry retracted his motion.

MOTION  by Terry Pierce, seconded by Eric Hill to recommend Mr. Meeker use glass all the way around the building with use of an analogous color for the transom area.    Roll Call vote.
All ayes.  Motion carried unanimous.

The Chair explained to Mr. Meeker he is the first for this type of protocol and explained this a learning experience for HARC and he appreciated his presence this evening and thanked him.  Mr. Meeker invited everyone to the building for a tour.

There still remains the issue of the awnings and Mr. Meeker stated he is agreeable to return to this committee to discuss that issue.  
MOTION  by Ron Laboray and seconded by Terry Pierce to ask Mr. Meeker to return to the committee for a progress review in 6 months.  Voice vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried unanimous.
OLD BUSINESS
1).  The St. Charles Trip.   Jon Ferry, Economic Development Director, distributed copies of documentation received by the City of St. Charles during HARC’s recent tour of their Historic Districts (Downtown, South Main Street and the Frenchtown Preservation District) as well as Staff Reports pertaining to the creation of those areas.  
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Some comments of the tour included: During the day the area appears to be family oriented and 

in the evening activities are geared to young adults.  The newest anchor is an art foundry.  Eric stated they are very strict and would like to be even more strict with ordinances, building and zoning.  They have a paid staff that works together with the customer, or client, and they visit each establishment, working together.  
Ron urged everyone to be pro-active and to let people know what is available to them.  He said the City is working on a “project-call” which will reach out to the types of businesses we wish to incorporate into the area.  Henry suggested the HARC members have in possession some of Jon Ferry’s business cards to give to perspective clientele.

2).  Article 15.  No review.

The Chair stated the St. Charles papers and Article 15 will be tabled for review and discussion at the meeting, scheduled for July 14, 2009.

No further business.  A motion to adjourn was made by Paula Hagnauer and seconded by Terry Pierce.

Respectfully submitted by,
Barbara Hawkins

Secretary 

HARC Board
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