



Historical & Architectural Review Commission
Minutes  -  May 28, 2013     


CALL TO ORDER
Chairman, Terry Pierce, called the meeting to Order on Tuesday, May 28, 2013, at 5:30 PM.  He began by welcoming everyone and stated the Committee is a recommending body to the City Council and the Council 
will make a final determination of the Petitions at their next regularly scheduled meeting on June 4, 2013.

ATTENDANCE / ROLL CALL
Members Present were:  Terry Pierce, Paula Hagnauer, Kim King, Eric Hill and Jennifer Flores-Melton.  Excused absence: Henry Gabriel.   Also present were Jon Ferry (Economic Development Director) and Zoning Administrator Steve Willaredt.  

MINUTES 
A motion to approve the Minutes from the previous meeting (April 23, 2013) was made by Eric Hill and seconded by Kim King.  Roll Call vote.  All ayes.   Motion carried.  

 AGENDA
A motion to approve this evening’s Amended Agenda, with the following changes, was made by Kim King and seconded by Jennifer Flores-Melton:  (a).  Add to the Agenda a Petition by Dimitri Tomich to operate Six Mile Brewery and Restaurant; and  (b)  change the order of presentation of  the petitions to:    
1.  Krumrey Home Furnishings
				            2.  ICON Mechanical
				            3.  Six Mile Brewery & Restaurant    
				            4.  Art Park Ost

					  Voice vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried by unanimous consent.	
	
PETITIONER (1):	Richard Krumrey 
		  	Krumrey Home Furnishings 
		   	1305 19th Street 
		   	D-1 Arts & Entertainment District 

Mr. Krumrey stated his Petition request is to replace the windows on the second and third floors of his building with new plywood and then cover the plywood with grey vinyl.  The replacement proposal is a result of hail damage.    He introduced six photos:  two of his building, two of the businesses down the street from him (i.e. Bert’s Rental)  one of a building in downtown showing windows covered with vinyl and lastly, one of the sidewalk in front of his property showing hazardous cracks and crevices (Attachment A, copies available upon request).  

The Petitioner was informed vinyl covering is not a permitted building material in the HARC district.  Discussion followed.  The Petitioner stated he has invested a great deal of money in the building.  He believes grey vinyl will 
be a nice match and will last 15 years or more.  He added, there is no value in having windows on the second and third floors of the building, window replacement would likely cost more that the building is worth in today’s market.  

The commission suggested painting the windows or using windows for signage, similar to the old YMCA building and the haunted house images painted on the windows.  Mr. Krumrey was told he could, basically, re-board the windows.  At the request of the Petitioner, HARC secretary agreed to forward a copy of the Building Materials List to Mr. Krumrey.  The Chair called for further discussion.  None voiced.

MOTION by Eric Hill and seconded by Paula Hagnauer to approve the Petitioner’s request to allow the windows on the second and third floors to be re-boarded and covered with grey vinyl.  Roll Call Vote.  All noes.  Motion denied.

PETITIONER (2):	Jeff Smith
			ICON Mechanical  
			1601 Grand Avenue
			D-3 Light Industrial

Jeff Smith introduced himself and distributed an aerial view of the former Stamps Sewer location (Attachment B, copy available upon request)  stating ICON is in the process of purchasing the property which will be used for storage and warehousing.   ICON’s proposal is to add a dock on the backside lot and vacate the alleyway.

Discussion followed.   The Commission determined the proposed use is a permitted use in the District Zoned D-3 Light Industrial.  The Zoning Administrator explained vacating the alleyway and creating an easement would be presented to the City Council for determination.  

The Chair called for anyone in the audience that opposes the Petition.  None present.  He then called for anyone for the proposal.  Wayne Woldmann, whose address is 1640 State Street, stepped forth and stated his is the only residence that may be affected with closing the alleyway.  He stated he is for the Petition, is happy to learn of the improvements to the property and is pleased with the prospect of new jobs.  He further stated, his trash service is picked up is in the front of his house, so vacating the alley will not be problematic.   No further discussion.  

MOTION by Eric Hill and seconded by Jennifer Flores-Melton to approve the use for storage and warehousing.  Vacating the alleyway and adding the proposed dock is approved, pending the approval by the City Council.
Roll Call Vote.  All ayes.  Mortion carried by unanimous consent.

PETITIONER (3):	Dushan Manjencich &
			Dimitri Tomich
			Six Mile Brewery
			1324 Niedringhaus Avenue
			D-1 Arts & Entertainment

Dimitri and Dushan introduced themselves.  Dushan stated they are requesting approval for a brewery and a smokehouse.   No changes will be made to the exterior of the building.  The smoker will be located behind the building with decorative panel fencing to shield the area.  It will be a standard black smoker and should have no impact of smoke on neighbors.      

The Zoning Administrator added,  Dr. Siddiqui’s Building (1931/33 Edison Avenue) and Plaster Craft  (1322 Niedringhaus Avenue) are both in the process of demolition.  When they come down, the City is working on a plan for the parcels will be utilized as “green space” to spruce up the street level of the area.

The Brewery and restaurant hope to open the end of June, but admitted that is pushing it.  They definitely want to be in operation for the July 4th celebrations and hope to have events in conjunction with the Park District.  The specialty brewed beers will not be served for 3 months because of Illinois Transportation requirements. Their Grand Opening will feature domestic and draft  beers.

 The HARC Checklist was completed: 
  1).  Days and hours of operation limited to:  Monday thru Sunday.  1100 AM to 2:00 AM. 
  2).  Signage:  Tentative plan to use signage on awnings and in accordance with City’s sign ordinance.  
  3). Screening required? Dumpster will be located behind the building and completely enclosed.  
  4). Provisions for parking and loading:  None required.  Ample street parking available.  
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  5). Additional outside lighting required?  No, use of pre-existing lighting. 
  6). Any adverse affects on public health, safety and welfare?  No
  7). Any substantial injury to the value of other property in the neighborhood?  No
  8). Will proposed use substantially alter the essential character of the district which it is located in?  No
  9). Are provisions needed for the protection of adjacent property?  No
10). Additional requirements? None 
11). The permit will expire with change in ownership; re-application is necessary to intensify use. Yes

MOTION by Paula Hagnauer and seconded by Eric Hill to approve the Petition and allow establishment of the 
Six Mile Brewery & Smokehouse.   Roll Call Vote.  All ayes.  Motion passed by unanimous consent.

Note to Minutes:  Eric Hill had to leave the meeting for another commitment with the School District.

PETITIONER (4): 	 Art Park Ost
			Jennifer Flores-Melton
			1410 Niedringhaus Avenue
			D-1 Arts & Entertainment District

Jennifer displayed a drawing of the first 9 ft. mural to be painted on the side of her building; the side closest to Niedringhaus Avenue (looking toward the west).  The art will represent a “forever” postage stamp with the word “Granite” high in the sun-setting evening sky.  The landscaped view is taken from the Horseshoe Lake area looking toward US Steel and depicts the steel industry.  The bottom of the stamp (to the left reads) First Class USA and the other side (to the right) is a bright 62040.  

Jennifer passed around four color photos of the side of her building (Attachment C, copies available upon request):  The first photo is the side of the building as it presently looks…a blank wall.  The next three photos are the proposed paintings that will complete the mural.   Jennifer is asking approval this evening for just Phase I of the mural, the forever stamp. 

MOTION to approve Phase I, the Forever Stamp, was made by Paula Hagnauer and seconded by Kim King. 
 Roll Call Vote.  3 ayes. 1 Abstain .  Motion Carried.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Economic Director Jon Ferry introduced his draft of the Downtown Form-Based Code (Meetings Schedule), a map of the Zoning Districts (D-1, D-2, D-3 and D-4)  and a May 10, 2013, Draft of the Subdistricts (Attachment D, copies available upon request).   

He explained this is an update on the Master Plan.  Jon reported the Council approved hiring Farr & Associates, an Architecture, Planning and Preservation Firm from Chicago, Illinois to oversee the Schedule of Meetings as mentioned in the above paragraph.  The committee would likely consist of members of City Council, HARC, local business owners and residents of the downtown districts.  The first meeting is tentatively scheduled to overlap the HARC, meeting set for June 25, 2013.   


NEW BUSINESS
None voiced. 

Motion to adjourn by Jennifer Flores-Melton and seconded by Paula Hagnauer.   Voice vote.  All ayes.


Respectfully submitted,    
Barbara Hawkins
Secretary, HARC
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