




Historical & Architectural Review Commission
Minutes  -  April 23, 2013     


CALL TO ORDER
The Chair, Terry Pierce, welcomed everyone then called the meeting to Order on Tuesday, April 23, 2013, 
at 5:30 PM.

ATTENDANCE / ROLL CALL
Members Present were:  Terry Pierce, Henry Gabriel, Paula Hagnauer, Kim King, Eric Hill and Jennifer Flores-Melton.  Also present:  Assistant City Attorney, Laura Andrews and Zoning Administrator Steve Willaredt.  

MINUTES 
A motion to approve the Minutes from the previous meeting (January 22, 2013) was made by Jennifer Flores-Melton and seconded by Eric Hill.  Voice vote.  All ayes.   Motion carried.  

 AGENDA
A motion to approve this evening’s Agenda was made by Kim King and seconded by Paula Hagnauer.  Voice vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried.

PETITIONER (1):	Jason and Ahniwake Markell
		  	 d/b/a Shear Sisters
		   	2019 Edison Avenue
		   	D-1 Arts & Entertainment District 

The Chair stated the Petitioner’s request is to open a Hair Salon and retail sales of salon type products.  The Assistant City Attorney reported that business is a permitted use in the D-1 District.

The Chair explained the Commission is mainly interested in the exterior plan for the property and asked the Petitioner to present their proposal.  Mr. Markell distributed a color photograph of the exterior of the building with proposed lettering for signage and color to be used (Attachment A, copy available upon request).  The Petitioner stated there will be no changes to the structure of the building and he is working with the owner for tightening up the fascia and general clean up.  The frontage business sign will be constructed or will be painted on the 12 ft X 3ft existing overhead metal (above  the door and window).   The existing sign on the south side (YMCA side) of the building will be modified with their business name.  

The Petitioner distributed copies of their Business Details for 2019 Edison (Attachment B, copy available upon request).  The details included:  The Business Name, Hours of Operation, Retail Sales Product Brands and topics for approval:  Sidewalk Sign, Bench, Signage and other services such as Nails and massages.

The  Assistant City Attorney read  the City Ordinance criteria for  Sandwich Board ( sidewalk A-frame) signs:
Dimensions: 3ft wide by 5 ft High, cannot impede with sidewalk traffic and sign to be brought indoors at night.

Discussion followed.  The Zoning Administrator determined the Petitioner is allowed more square footage for a sign on the south side of the building.  Mr. Markell stated he will most likely enlarge the business sign to either 4 X 8 or 5X 7 for more and better visibility.  Jennifer Flores-Melton stated a mural type painting would be perfect for the side of the building and offered the services of her art studio.  

The Chair stated he found the proposal to be very attractive.  Henry Gabriel stated the proposal looked fine to him and Eric Hill agreed.    The HARC Checklist was completed: 

  1).  Days and hours of operation limited to: Monday thru Saturday.  9:00 AM to 9:00 PM 
  2).  Signage:  No signage allowed on roof.  Special exemption granted for approval of front and side signs as
         presented.  Sidewalk sandwich board sign (A-frame) allowed in accordance with City’s sign ordinance  
  3). Screening required?  No  
  4). Provisions for parking and loading:  None required.  Ample public parking available.  
  5). Additional outside lighting required?  No
  6). Any adverse affects on public health, safety and welfare?  No
  7). Any substantial injury to the value of other property in the neighborhood?  No
  8). Will proposed use substantially alter the essential character of the district which it is located in?  No
  9). Are provisions needed for the protection of adjacent property?  No
10). Additional requirements? Park Bench in front of business is allowed
11). The permit will expire with change in ownership and  re-application is necessary to intensify use.

MOTION by Eric Hill and seconded by Paula Hagnauer to grant approval for signage in the front of the building and on the South (YMCA) side as presented (Attachment A).  The Petitioner is to bring back to the Commission a rendering of any changes to be made.   Roll Call Vote.  All ayes.  Motion passed by unanimous consent.

MOTION by Eric Hill and seconded by Paula Hagnauer to approve the petition request to operate a beauty salon with retail sales of salon type products.  Roll call vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried by unanimous consent.

The Chair stated the Commission is a recommending body to the City Council and the Council will make the final determination  at their next regularly scheduled meeting to be held on May 7, 2013.

PETITIONER (2): 	 Art Park Ost
			Jennifer Flores-Melton
			1410 Niedringhaus Avenue
			D-1 Arts & Entertainment District

Jennifer distributed her business cards depicting the front of the art studio and the existing signage.  She said her proposal is for a 71/2 ft. long by 2 ft. tall sign, similar to the design plan included in the packet mailed to members prior to this meeting (Business/card & Design:  Attachment C, copies available upon request).  

The new sign would be squeezed, proportioned and centered on two existing support poles located on the circle where the present sign is seen on the front of the building.  The new sign has already been hand painted and is complete.  Jennifer had taken a photo of the sign on her cell phone and the phone was passed around to the Commission to see the finished product.   Jennifer stated she applied a white reflective surface creating a glow of color,  thus eliminating the need or use of electrical lighting. Epoxy will be used and the sign will be weatherproof.   

MOTION by Eric Hill and seconded by Terry Pierce to approve the request for new exterior signage on Niedringhaus Avenue.   Roll call vote.  5 ayes.  1 Abstain.  Motion carried.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS – Distribution of (finalized) Exterior Building Materials to be incorporated into the
 Zoning Ordinance #3818, Article 15 (HARC). 

NEW BUSINESS
Henry Gabriel wished to bring up two points:  
1).  Installation of new windows at City Hall without approval by HARC for color.  Henry stressed the situation becomes difficult for the Board when the city does not adhere to the requirements created by Ordinance,  and yet  are enforced by the Zoning Administrator, for business and property owners in the HARC District.  
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2).  Henry questioned, what is going on with the old Guardian Bank Building?  There seems to be a lot of activity and no one has appeared before HARC.  

The Zoning Administrator responded:  
1).  Regarding the City Hall window issue, the City’s Insurance and Safety Director ordered the windows before the Administrator was made aware they were going to replace them; and
2).  The Guardian Bank Building was purchased by LASALLES Group (Lance Callis).  The exterior of the building is not changing, except for construction of a handicap entry.   Most of the work is to the interior of the building; some windows have been replaced, some are boarded up on the ground floor because the proposed business
may possibly be a brewery and restaurant.   The boarded- up windows will allow large vats to be brought in.  
Office space is the projected plan for the second floor.   To the Administrator’s knowledge, nothing has been initiated for the brewery/restaurant.

New Business Continued
The Zoning Administrator reported the following properties are scheduled for demolition in the HARC area:
1).  1322   Niedringhaus Avenue, commonly known as the old Plaster Craft building.
2).  1931/33    Edison Avenue, commonly known as Dr. Siddiqui’s building. 

Mr. Willaredt also reported there are three units in the Walker Building; one unit may become a coffee shop
and Lance Callis is looking for an area in the HARC Commercial District to open a grocery store.

No further business.  Motion to adjourn by Henry Gabriel and seconded by Eric Hill.  Voice vote.  All ayes.


Respectfully submitted,    
Barbara Hawkins
Secretary, HARC
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