




Historical & Architectural Review Commission
Minutes  -  April 22, 2014       


CALL TO ORDER
Chairman, Terry Pierce, called the meeting to Order on Tuesday, April 22, 2014, at 5:30 PM.  The Chair welcomed the Petitioners and introduced  two newly appointed  members, Karen Raines and RitchAlexander.

ATTENDANCE / ROLL CALL
Members Present were:  Terry Pierce, Kim King, Jennifer Flores-Melton, Karen Raines and Ritch Alexander.  Excused absences:   Paula Hagnauer and Eric Hill.  Also present, Zoning Administrator Steve Willaredt.   

MINUTES & AGENDA
A motion to approve the Minutes from the previous meeting (August 27, 2013) and this evening’s Agenda was made by Kim King and seconded Ritch Alexander.  Voice vote.  All ayes.   Motion carried by unanimous consent.    

PETITIONER (1):  	Stacie Pope
			BSR Books
			1400 Niedringhaus Avenue

Stacie introduced herself and distributed a six 6 page color rendering of the proposed storefront mural and signage for BSR Books (Attachment A, copy available upon request).  The presentation included an explanation  of each of the six pages.    

Cover sheet	 Attorneys at Law stays on the building as well as the sign “Law Offices of Bosslet & O’Leary, 			Ltd.  The law practice of Terrence O’Leary will continue to occupy that part of the building.
Pages 1 & 2	Sample of proposed coverage of store front depicting a shelf of books and perhaps two books
		will be slanted.  The logo, located on the top, left hand side, will be the rendering as
		shown on page 2 (instead of the “circle city” logo).
Page 3		Rendering of the proposed entire frontage.   
Page 4		Depicts books that will be used in the mural; books written by local authors/and or
		the mention of  local establishments and  local citizens.   
Page 5		Picture of the existing frontage.

Stacie then introduced the artist she has been working with for the project, Tisha Mathenia.  Tisha said she can go either way; with slanting a few books, or all of  the books in a vertical position.  She stated the colors will blend with the colors of surrounding buildings.  

Stacie said Tisha will draw the outline of the mural and that she is hopeful painting the mural will be a community project; she has already received offers from volunteers anxious to help. The Chair and the members of the Commission concurred slanting a few books has more eye, or curb, appeal.  A suggestion was made to put a small caricature, a mouse or a rabbit, in one of the crevices (made from a slanting book).    Stacie immediately loved the idea because the bookstore mascot is a rabbit named Willie, who is loved, especially by children and patrons of the bookstore.  Tisha agreed to include Willie the Rabbit in the mural.

In closing, Stacie wanted to mention her intention to use a message board sign which was previously approved by HARC on August 27, 2013, for the bookstore location on 19th Street.  She questioned whether or not she is required to seek approval again due to the new location.  Steve Willaredt, the Zoning Administrator, said he did not believe she had to Petition a second time.  This is something that has already been approved and the new location is within the same HARC Sub-District.  

The Chair called for further questions or comments.  None voiced.

MOTION to approve the Petition for a mural and signage as presented was made by Jennifer Flores-Melton and seconded by Kim King.  Roll call vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried by unanimous consent.

PETITIONER (2):	Six Mile Regional Library
			Ms. Tina Hubert
			2001 Delmar Avenue

Tina Hubert, spokesperson for the Library, came forth, introduced herself and distributed a one page design by David Thomas of Edwardsville, Illinois (Attachment B, copy available upon request).  The Design features a monument style sign: The top featuring the words “Niedringhaus Building”, the center section, a proposed L.E.D. 
monochrome (amber or red lettering) message board and the bottom portion a reclaimed brick base, with back-lit 
or halo-lit Six Mile logo.

Ms. Hubert explained the reasoning with naming the structure the “Niedringhaus Building”. The Niedringhaus Brothers (William & Frederick) were founders of Granite City. William was the inventor of “Graniteware”. 
Lee Niedringhaus bequeathed a very generous amount of funds to the Library and the Niedringhaus family graciously donated a great deal of graniteware and historical memorabilia to the Library for the museum which 
will be located within the Library building. Also, the Six Mile Museum has also donated many  items for the museum.  All artifacts and memorabilia come to the museum with concentration on local history.

Ms. Hubert stated plans are made for a Grand, Re-opening, hopefully, in mid-August.  There will be a “Chamber After Hours” grand reception featuring St. Louis’s newscaster, Karen Foss, as Master of Ceremonies.
No further discussion.

MOTION to approve the Petition for a L.E.D. Monumnent style sign, located on the corner of 20th Street and Delmar Avenue (diagonally facing Civic Park) was made by Ritch Alexander and seconded by Jennifer Flores-
Melton.    Roll call vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried by unanimous consent.


PETITIONER (3):	Stephanie’s Spiritual Therapy
			Stephanie Bethel
			1412 20th Street

Stephanie Bethel came forth and stated her Petition is to open a new age metaphysical store next to Petri’s Café.
The business will feature: Reiki, Chakra Balancing, Tuning Fork (practioner, heals & prevents ailments), intuitive physic readings – oracle cards and massage therapy.  Proposed retail sales may include: Candles, incense, essential oils, gemstones and books.

The HARC Checklist was completed by Kim King:   
  1).  Days and hours of operation limited to:  (All week) Monday thru Sunday 8:00AM to 10:00 PM. 
  2).  Signage:  Electronic “open” sign and window art, to be approved by the Zoning Administrator.
  3).   Screening required?  No.      
  4).   Provisions for parking and loading: On Street parking and in rear.     
  5).   Additional outside lighting required? No.  Existing lighting is sufficient.   
  6).    Any adverse affects on public health, safety and welfare?  No
  7).    Any substantial injury to the value of other property in the neighborhood?  No  
  8).    Will proposed use substantially alter the essential character of the district which it is located in?  No
  9).    Are provisions needed for the protection of adjacent property?  No
10).    Additional requirements? None 
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11).    Permit will expire with change in ownership; re-application is necessary to intensify use. Yes
12.  Be advised.  The Zoning Administrator, or HARC, shall have the right to bring back this permit for review if, at any time, they find the stated intent of this permit has not been followed, or the business has become a nuisance, or is in violation of the above name conditions.

Noted:  There was no one in the audience either for or against the Petitioner’s request.  The Chair called for further discussion.  None voiced.

MOTION by Jennifer Flores and seconded by Kim King to approve the Petition request and allow the new age metaphysical establishment known as “Stephanie’s Spiritual Therapy” with the above named stipulations (Checklist: 1 thru 12).  Business to be located in a District Zoned D-1 Arts & Entertainment.  Roll call vote.   4 (four) ayes.  1 (one) no.  Motion carried.  

The Chair explained to the Petitioners the HARC is a recommending body to the City Council and the Council will have the final determination of the Petitions at the next City Council meeting scheduled for May, 6, 2014. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
None voiced.

NEW BUSINESS
No further business.  

COMMENTS
The Chair welcomed the new members.   The Zoning Administrator mentioned the following:
TANKS Training Facility may relocate to 1906 State  
Ted Meeker has purchased 1834 State Street, formerly GF Printing (Settlement in approximately one week) 
Karen Raines asked if the large flower pots in the downtown area are going to extend to the block where her business is located at 1206 Niedringhaus. 

The Zoning Administrator will look into the possibility of extending the flower pots to both the 1200 & 1400 blocks of  Niedringhaus Avenue.       

Motion to adjourn by Ritch Alexander and seconded by Kim King.  Voice Vote.   All ayes.

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Hawkins
Secretary, HARC















-3-
