BOARD OF APPEALS

M I N U T E S

The Granite City Board of Appeals met on Wednesday, April 2, 2008.  Acting Chairman, Sam Akeman, called the meeting to Order at 7:00 PM.

Members Present:  Debbie Smith, Kayleen Johnston, Evelyn Harris, Douglas Conrad and Sam Akeman.  Excused absences: Alan Milton and Derek Mangiaracino. 

The Acting Chairman began by stating the Board of Appeals is a recommending body
for the City Council, the final determination will be decided by the Council on April 15, 2008.  

The sole agenda item was announced.  Petitioner Mark Whitehead, representing Cornerstone Construction, was introduced and sworn in.   He presented his request for a variance of the front setback requirement, from 20 ft to 15 ft.  The location is a corner lot at Lincoln and Kate, zoned R-3.

Discussion followed.  Mark explained his intent to construct a modular/manufactured home on the corner lot, therefore, with the two frontages (front and side) a conflict was created and need for this variance request. 
The home is to face Kate Street with 15 ft. frontage and 20 ft. on the Lincoln side.  The present address is 2501 Lincoln.  The address could be changed through a process with the County 9-1-1 coordinator. 

The Building and Zoning Administrator stated the modular/manufactured home is simply a glorified double wide mobile home.  The Petitioner commented the home, he believes to be approximately 3 years old, would be on a complete foundation, with crawl space, carriage removed, wheels gone.  It would come on a dolly and then put in place on the foundation.  

The Petitioner stated he would submit a full site plan to Building and Zoning Administrator in due time.  The Petitioner believes the modular/manufactured home will be an asset to the area, more and more people are investing in this type of dwelling and it is an economical way to obtain nice housing.  
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The Acting Chairman asked if legal issues are involved such as Police and Fire 
protection.  The Administrator answered it would be up to 9-1-1 for the address of the home.  
The Petitioner stated there is a similar issue of layout across the street and to his knowledge it has not been a problem.

The Acting Chairman asked the Administrator for his recommendation.  The Administrator stated the problem is with the zoning and the definition of manufactured/modular homes in the Ordinance,  and until that is changed he has no  recourse to deny the Petition.  He stated the wording controversy presently in the Code  has existed for some time.  Hopefully, it will be changed in the near future, but until then  this particular home fits the description of what is required.  

The Acting Chairman stated no one was present to oppose the request.  A motion to approve the 5 ft. front variance setback on Kate Street was made by Douglas Conrad and seconded by Evelyn Harris. Roll call vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried.

The Acting Chairman stated the Board approved the variance request and it will be presented to the City Council for final vote at their next meeting on April 15, 2008.

No further business.  A motion to adjourn was made by Douglas Conrad and seconded by Debbie Smith.   

Submitted by

Barbara Hawkins

Recording Secretary

Copies to: Mayor, City Council,
 BOA members, City Clerk & Attorneys

