





Historical & Architectural Review Commission
Minutes – March 24, 2015      

CALL TO ORDER
Chairperson, Terry Pierce, called the meeting to Order on Tuesday March 24, 2015 at 5:30 PM 

ATTENDANCE / ROLL CALL
Members Present were:  Terry Pierce, Jennifer Flores-Melton, Karen Raines, LaDonna Walden, Ritch Alexander and Kim King.  Paula Hagnauer was absent.  Also present were: Alderman Dan McDowell, Asst. City Attorney Laura Andrews, Zoning Administrator Steve Willaredt and Granite City’s Building Inspector Ralph Walden.  

SWEAR-IN
The Chair asked the Petitioner and those wishing to speak this evening to stand and be sworn in.

MINUTES & AGENDA
A motion to approve the Minutes from the previous meeting held on February 24, 2015, and this evening’s Agenda was made by Ritch Alexander and seconded by Jennifer Flores-Melton.  Voice vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried..

PETITIONER:   	Shelly Walters
			Art & Portrait Studio
			1206 Niedringhaus Ave.
		              District Zoned D-1 Arts & Entertainment Sub-District

Ms. Walters introduced herself and stated that she wish to establish a business as an Art and Portrait Studio at the above address.  Ms. Walters brought samples of her work that she has produced and passed them among the members of the board.  Ms. Walters explained that she is a natural outdoor photographer and she wants the studio space to photograph new born and children.  She will display her work in the studio.

Chairman Pierce asked if she would be developing photographs or have any chemicals on site.  Ms. Walters replied that she will not be developing or reproducing any photos at this location. 

Ms. Walters related that there will not be any changes to the structure as to the exterior appearance.  She did relate that in time she will add signage that would not be lighted.  In the meantime she will be using window graphic to advertize her business.  Ms. Walters was advised that she is required to present the graphic design to the commission for approval prior to placement.  


The HARC checklist was completed by Commission member Jennifer Flores-Melton as follows:

  1).  Days and hours of operation limited to:  Seven (7) days a week 12:00am to 12:00pm.  
  2).  Signage:  Window graphic / Flush Mount Sign
  3).  Screening required?  No.      
  4).  Provisions for parking and loading: Street Parking and Public lot 
  5).  Will any additional outside lighting be installed?  No.   
  6).  Any adverse affects on public health, safety and welfare?  No.  
  7).  Any substantial injury to the value of other property in the neighborhood?  No.  
  8).  Will proposal substantially alter the essential character of the district in which it is located?  No.
  9).  Are provisions needed for the protection of adjacent property?  No.
10).  Additional requirements?  Signage for Slow Children at Play.   
11).  Will permit expire with change in ownership?  Yes.
12).  Is re-application necessary to intensify use? Yes.
13).  Shall the Zoning Administrator or HARC, have the right to bring back this permit for review if, 
	at any time, they find the stated intent of this permit has not been followed, or the business has 
	become a nuisance, or is in violation of the above-named conditions?  Yes.

Note: There was no one in the audience either for or against the Petitioner’s request.  The Chair called for further discussion. None voiced.

Motion: by Jennifer Flores-Melton and seconded by Ritch Alexander to approve the petition and allow the Art & Portrait Studio with the above named stipulations (Checklist: 1thru 13).  Business to be located in a D-1 Arts and Entertainment Sub-District.  Roll Call Vote: All ayes. Motion carried.

The Chair stated to the Petitioner, the HARC is a recommending body to the City Council and the Council will have the final determination at their next regularly scheduled meeting to be held April 6, 2015

NEW BUSINESS
Zoning Administrator presented an illustration of a proposed mural to be place on the west side of the LaSalles Building located at Niedringhaus and Edison.  The Administrator requested comments from the commission in regards to whether they classified this as a mural or signage.  
Discussion  regarding how the illustration should be classified resulting in the commission members viewing it as signage.  The Commission decision was that a mural was a work of art that did not identify a business and this illustration would be classified as signage because it identified a business. Further discussion in regards to painting a brick or stone building.  This issues is not directly in Article 15 of the Zoning Ordinance but in the Sign Regulation Ordinance.  The Administrator indicated that the downtown has separate sub-districts within the prescribed area.  If the Commission wanted to change the Sign Regulation section of Article 15, they could do so.  City Attorney Andrew agreed.  No one on the Commission voice a concern to change the existing Sign Regulations.
Commission member Jenifer Flores-Melton related that her art studio Art Park Ost is having a glass painting on March 26th called Wine and Design Class.  She further related that there are activities and show scheduled at her gallery until 2016. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
None voiced

Motion to Adjourn by LaDonna Walden seconded by Jennifer Flores-Melton.  Motion carried. 

Respectfully submitted,
Steve Willaredt
Zoning Administrator
