




M I N U T E S
GRAPHIC REVIEW BOARD
January 9, 2014  

 
Chairman, John Janek, called the meeting of the Graphic Review Board to order on Thursday, January 9, 2014 at 6:00 PM.

PLEDGE, SWEAR-IN & COMMENTS
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, the Petitioner and one person in the audience was sworn in.  Following the welcoming remarks, the Chair stated the Graphic Review Board is a recommending body to the City Council and the Council will make a final determination at their next meeting scheduled on January 21, 2014.      

ATTENDANCE
Members present: John Janek, Sharon Ryan, Martha Burich and Andy Mathes.   Excused absence:  Sam Akeman.   Also present were Laura Andrews, Assistant City Attorney and Steve Willaredt, Planning & Zoning Administrator.       

MINUTES 
A motion to approve the Minutes from the previous meeting (December 5, 2013) was made by Andy Mathes and seconded by Martha Burich.    Voice vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

AGENDA
A motion to approve this evening’s Agenda was made by Martha Burich and seconded by Andy Mathes.   Voice vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried.

PETITIONER:	Dennis Ross
			Tri-Mor Properties
			3701 Nameoki Road

The Zoning Administrator distributed copies of two color photos of existing signs located on Nameoki Road for Tri-Mor Properties (Attachment A copies available upon request).

The Chair stated the purpose of this Hearing is to review the petition presented last month and allow Mr. Ross the opportunity to explain more fully details for the proposed new signage.
 
Mr. Ross came forth and distributed a 2-page rendering of the proposed signage by Canedy Sign & Graphics (Attachment B, copies available upon request).  

MOTION by Andy Mathes and seconded by Martha Burich to place on file the Canedy renderings.   Voice Vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried by unanimous consent.
Mr. Ross explained the variance request is because his property falls short of the 100,000 sq. ft. requirement qualifying the area as a Shopping Center (per Section 3-4.4 of the Sign Ordinance).    He reported Tri-Mor is 94,000 square feet.

Discussion followed.    Mr. Willaredt referred to the photos he distributed (Attachment A) and explainined the agreement or understanding with Mr. Ross is:  The taller sign, advertising Granite City Car Wash et. al.  is to be removed completely and the smaller sign, advertising World Finance and Bingo, will be replaced with the new proposed Bingo L.E.D. sign.  

Mr. Ross stated his desire is to aesthetically advertise and support Bingo.   He introduced, from the audience, Mr. John Halwachs, a spokesman in favor of the petition.  
 
Mr. Halwachs stated his address is 1605 Sycamore in Granite City.  His involvement with Bingo has been on-going for 33 years.  His expertise has been instrumental in initiating and organizing Bingo for Community groups such as The Eagles,  Moose Lodge and Mexican Honorary Club.  Those   organizations have contributed proceeds to Scholarship funds and many charities.  His belief is advertising will attract people to come in and play Bingo; that also supports patrons to use surrounding businesses and restaurants.

Mr. Ross stated the (Betty Boop) Bingo L.E.D. sign is his only concern at this time.  He is with-drawing the proposed Bingo playing card sign, originally planned for the mansard area at the entrance to the Bingo Hall (Page 2 of Attachment B).  

Mr. Willaredt read aloud the section of the City’s Sign Ordinance concerning what is allowed and what is not. He reiterated:  (1). Pole Signs are not allowed,  (2). the proposal for the LED sign is larger than what is allowed by Ordinance and,  (3) it is in full blown rainbow color, not monochrome.   

Discussion followed. 
(1). The Chair clarified Mr. Ross will remove the two existing pole signs and will replace the smallest of the two with an L.E.D. sign;  (2).  Mr. Willaredt stated the Sign Ordinance does not address landscaping requirements at the base of the sign; (3) Assistant City Attorney Laura Andrews stated monument signs should not exceed 7 foot from ground elevation; (4).  Sharon 
Ryan determined that no rainbow, multi color signs, have been allowed to date and (5).  Laura Andrews stated, the Ordinance regarding monochrome, monument style, L.E.D. signs was approved in 2009 …that a lot of time has lapsed and technology has changed since then.
No further discussion.

MOTION by Martha Burich and seconded by Sharon Ryan to approve the Petitioner’s request
allowing: (a ) one ft variance, allowing an 8 ft tall sign to be constructed; (b) grant the dimension of the L.E.D. sign to be 3 ft x 7 ft which exceeds the maximum allowed 1.5 ft X 7 ft; (c) allow multi color instead of monochrome and (d) petition granted with the stipulation the existing two signs come down.  Roll Call Vote.   Three ayes.   One noe.   Motion carried.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
The Zoning Administrator reported the City Attorney Brian Konzen, Assistant City Attorney Laura Andrews and he are in the process of re-vamping the Sign Ordinance.  Laura said the task 
is more of a “clean-up” of ambiguous language.  She stated, now is a perfect time to consider a change from monochrome to rainbow or multi color L.E.D. signs, if the Board so chooses. 

-2-
MOTION by Martha Burich and seconded by Sharon Ryan to change the Ordinance by removing letter “c” in Section 5-9, ( Light Emitting Diode Signs); eliminating the words, LED signs shall be monochrome color only.  Roll call vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried by unanimous consent.

No further business. 

 MOTION to adjourn by Andy Mathes and seconded by Martha Burich.  Voice vote.  All ayes.


Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Hawkins
Secretary, 
Graphic Review Board
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GRAPHIC REVIEW BOARD ADVISORY REPORT
Date of Hearing January 9, 2014 


PETITIONER:         Dennis Ross
		            Tri-Mor Properties

LOCATION:     	3701 Nameoki Drive	 

REQUEST:         	Petition for L.E.D. Message Board Sign 
	erected on Pole


MOTION (1):  Motion by Andy Mathes and seconded by Martha Burich to place on file the Canedy 		Sign & Graphics rendering of proposed signage.
						
								Voice vote.  All ayes.  Motion Carried.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

MOTION (2): 	Motion by Martha Burich and seconded by Sharon Ryan to approve:
		(a)One foot variance, allowing an 8 ft tall sign
		(b) grant dimension of L.E.D. sign to be 3 X 7 ft. 
		      exceeds maximum allowed 1.5 ft X 7 ft
		(c) allow multi color light emitting diode instead of
		      Monochrome
		(d) Petition granted with stipulation 2 existing signs
		      come down 

ROLL CALL VOTE:		John Janek		Yes
					Sharon Ryan		Yes
					Martha Burich	Yes
					Andy Mathes		No

							Motion carried by unanimous consent.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

UNFINISHED BUSINESS	Graphic Review Board

MOTION (3):  Motion by Martha Burich and seconded by Sharon Ryan to change the Sign Ordinance by removing letter “c”  in Section 5-9 Light Emitting Diode Signs; eliminating the words LED signs shall be monochrome color only.  

ROLL CALL VOTE:		John Janek		Yes
					Sharon Ryan		Yes
					Martha Burich	Yes
					Andy Mathes		Yes
							Motion carried by unanimous consent.
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